Weekly Compilation of 


Presidential 
Documents 


Friday, May 3, 1991 
Volume 27—Number 18 
Pages 523-556 





Contents 


Addresses and Remarks 


Agriculture groups, meeting—549 

Fast Track authority—530, 541 

National Association of Farm Broadcasters, 
meeting—523 

7 Physical Fitness and Sports Month— 
534 

National Security Agency, awards presentation 
ceremony—535 

Society of Business Editors and Writers, 
meeting—537 


Announcements 
Points of Light daily recognition program—552 
Appointments and Nominations 
State Department, Ambassadors 
Mauritania—531 
Trinidad and Tobago—551 
Communications to Congress 


Fast Track authority extension and the North 
American free trade agreement, letter—536 


Executive Orders 


President’s Commission on Executive 
Exchange—551 


Fact Sheets 


Response to issues concerning a North 
American free trade agreement—546 


Interviews With the News Media 


Exchanges with reporters 
Agriculture issues—549 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Powell—550 
Economic issues—541, 542 
Fast Track legislation—525, 549 
Japanese trade with Mexico—540 
Mexico-U.S. relations—541 
Middle East peace talks—549 


Proclamations 


Law Day, U.S.A.—529 

National Day to Commemorate the 200th 
Anniversary of the Polish Constitution of 
May 3, 1791—545 

a Physical Fitness and Sport Month— 


Older Americans Month—532 
Statements Other Than Presidential 


Bangladesh, disaster assistance—551 

China, export restrictions on U.S. satellite 
components—531 

George Bush Presidential library, site 
selection—552 

International broadcasting, U.S. Government 
task force—528 

Venezuela, meeting with President Carlos 
Andrés Pérez—552 


Supplementary Materials 


Acts approved by the President—555 

Checklist of White House press releases—555 

Digest of other White House announcements— 
553 

Nominations submitted to the Senate—555 








Editor’s Note: The President traveled to St. 
Louis, MO, on May 3, the closing date of this 
issue. Releases and announcements issued by 
the Office of the Press Secretary after the 
President’s departure from the White House 
and not received in time for inclusion in this 
issue will be printed next week. 








WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 





Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 
20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents con- 
tains statements, messages, and other Presidential materials re- 
leased by the White House during the preceding week. 

The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is pub- 
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register 
Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regula- 


tions prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal 
Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607; 1 CFR Part 
10). 


Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be furnished 
by mail to domestic subscribers for $55.00 per year ($96.00 for 
mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for $68.75 per year, 
payable to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The charge for a single copy is 
$2.00 ($2.50 for foreign mailing). 


There are no restrictions on the republication of material ap- 
pearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. 








Week Ending May 3, 1991 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With the National Association 
of Farm Broadcasters 


April 29, 1991 


The President. Sit down, please, and wel- 
come, welcome. Let me just make a couple 
of comments and then try, with the assist- 
ance of our able Secretary of Agriculture, 
my friend and yours, too, Ed Madigan, to 
respond to your questions. 

But in the first place, I’m delighted that 
Ed is here. I was very high on Clayton 
Yeutter—moved over to a new and very 
difficult and very different assignment. Ed 
stepped into the breach. He’s doing a fan- 
tastic job for our country. And I understand 
that he’s rapidly making believers out of 
those in ag business that didn’t know him. 
Those that did I think already were believ- 
ers, as I have been. 

But anyway, we are the most agricultural- 
ly productive nation the world has ever 
known. And I want to be sure that we con- 
tinue to be that. I’m still convinced that we 
can compete with anybody, provided we 
remove some of the barriers to trade. And 
that’s one of the reasons that the Secretary 
and I are as committed to the successful 
conclusion of the GATT round; also why I 
believe that a Mexico free trade agreement 
would be in our own best interests. 

As a matter of fact, we’ve got a new one 
with Canada. It’s been in effect for 2 years, 
and agricultural exports have gone up by 35 
percent. So, those that want to criticize 
ought to take a look at the reality, and I 
think then they’d understand why we are 
committed—because we think it’s good for 
American agriculture as well as good for—I 
think it’s good for jobs, too. Just across the 
labor frontier there. 

There are three important trade agree- 
ments. You’re all familiar with them. The 
Uruguay round—the GATT talks; the trade 
component of our Enterprise for the Ameri- 
cas Initiative, which is, I think, a bold new 
program that must succeed in terms of 


helping these democracies—fledgling de- 
mocracies, many of them—in South Amer- 
ica and thus building new markets for our 
own goods. But in any event, that’s the 
second one. And then the third one, of 
course, is the North American free trade 
agreement that I mentioned earliey that, in 
this instance, features Mexico. 

Now, there are some questions about 
whether these would be of benefit to the 
American farmers. Let me just give you a 
couple—click off a couple of little numbers 
here. Free trade in North America would 
give our farmers a freely accessible market 
of 365 million people with a GNP of $6 
trillion. And that’s a market that’s larger 
than the European Community. And like- 
wise, the negotiation of a successful GATT 
agreement would decrease the trade bar- 
riers worldwide, offering potentially unlim- 
ited export opportunities. 

We’re not there yet. We’ve had some dif- 
ficulties getting our friends in Europe—and 
they are friends—to understand this. But 
the Secretary and I and our USTR, Ambas- 
sador Carla Hills, and the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Secretary of Commerce— 
all of us are working on this important 
agreement. But we think that it would be a 
boon to American agriculture when we’re 
successful. 

The success, obviously, hinges on what 
you know and I know as Fast Track negoti- 
ating authority. It is simply not right to— 
you can’t negotiate an agreement if the 
people you’re negotiating with think that it 
will be amended in many, many ways. The 
Congress will, though—there’s a misunder- 
standing because some think that when we 
ask for Fast Track, that we’re asking Con- 
gress to yield their right to vote on it. And 
that simply isn’t—I found that hard to be- 
lieve, but I think there’s been some confu- 
sion on that. We are going to—they obvi- 
ously would vote up and down. And if they 
didn’t like it, they’d vote it down. If they 
liked it, they’d vote for it. But you can’t 
have 25,000 amendments to an agreement 
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and expect your trading partners to negoti- 
ate seriously. 

So, the Congress—and I’m very respectful 
of Congress’ role in this. They have a consti- 
tutional role on international trade, and 
some forget that. So, we’re sensitive to that 
role. We’ve had extensive consultations. I 
don’t believe I’ve seen an initiative that’s 
had more consultation with Congress than 
this one. And I think we're going to be all 
right on it, but we’re going to continue to 
work very hard to get Fast Track approval. 

New applications for agricultural prod- 
ucts, like the alternative fuels, fuels blended 
with ethanol, and biodegradable plastics, 
and some not so modern uses like food and 
clothing, provide farmers with exciting op- 
portunities. I understand that there’s some 
differences in the ag community. I was just 
talking to the Secretary about this. But gen- 
erally speaking, we’re committed to alterna- 
tive fuels. I believe that the Clean Air Act 
alone is going to create tremendous oppor- 
tunities for alternative fuel. So I haven’t lost 
my enthusiasm for this at all. 

The Fast Track assures our trading part- 
ners that we will go through with our 
agreement. We will vote on what they and 
we negotiate, and I mentioned that point 
earlier. New applications for agricultural 
products is important. And we’re talking 
about some fuels blended with ethanol and 
biodegradable plastics. And all of these 
kinds of things I think have a brilliant 
future for agriculture. It’s been a little 
slower than I had hoped, frankly, but I 
think there’s a big market and big future 
out there. 

And so I would say to farmers, do not 
despair because you haven’t yet reached 
the full potential of these new markets for 
your products. 

I'm going to be asking agriculture over 
and over again for support on this Fast 
Track extension, and I think that the 
bottom line is, they will enjoy more export 
opportunity if we’re successful here. And I 
think it will be a boon for the rural econo- 
my as well as—well, obviously it would if 
we continue to sell more abroad. So, these 
were just a couple of the points, and now 
I'd be glad to respond to some questions. 

Q. Mr. President, on behalf of NAFB, we 
appreciate this time on your schedule. As 
president of the organization here in 1991, 
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I'd like to defer the first question to the 
elder statesman of our group from Des 
Moines, Iowa, a gentleman who was our 
second president in 1946, Herb Plambeck. 

The President. Is that right? Herb, you 
didn’t tell me all that. Thank you, Ron, and 
I’m just delighted you are here, really. 


Trade With Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, I’m sure I speak for 
everyone here in our group when I voice 
the pride and the gratitude we have toward 
you for the way the Persian Gulf crisis was 
handled and the humanitarian efforts that 
have been made since then. 

There are, however, a few questions re- 
maining. One relates to Iraq, having been 
one of our good customers for our farm 
products. Is any thought being given al- 
ready toward the restoration of this trade? 

The President. The restoration of food 
support for Iraq is underway, the United 
Nations having taken some steps. We are 
not going to let people starve. But in terms 
of building reliable markets and in terms of 
trying to have normalized trade, the United 
States will not have normalized trade as 
long as Saddam Hussein is in power. 

Food is an exception now, because we’re 
not going to let people starve. We are going 
to go forward with helping people in Iraq 
without regard to what sect they’re from or 
anything of that nature. But I don’t want to 
mislead any farmer in this country. We will 
not have normalized trade with Iraq as long 
as Saddam Hussein is in office. And they’re 
now trying to appeal to get some relief on 
the oil. There’s not going to be any relief as 
far as the United States goes until they 
move forward on a lot of fronts, incidental- 
ly. I mean, what’s happened to these Kurds 
is absolutely—it’s so sad you’re just moved. 

Frankly—and Herb, I’m glad you men- 
tioned it—we have responded. We respond- 
ed from day one, and now we’re respond- 
ing to enormous—hundreds of millions of 
dollars relief. That’s what we do. We’re 
Americans. We do that to help people. But 
we're not going to have normalized rela- 
tions with this man. 


Credit for the Soviet Union 
Q. Mr. President, have you made a deci- 


sion on granting the Soviet Union more 
credit? 
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The President. No, and we're thinking 
about that. The legislation—I’ve talked to 
Ed about this, and the legislation is fairly 
specific in terms of creditworthiness. Shake 
me off if I’m wrong here, Ed, but I think 
that’s correct. Regrettably, the Soviet Union 
has not entered into the market reforms 
that I think Gorbachev aspires to and that I 
know that the President of the Republic, 
Mr. Yeltsin, aspires to. So, they’ve got to 
move forward to be creditworthy if we’re 
going to do this. 

Now, there may be—and we’re thinking 
about this—there may be some way to 
extend credits. And Ill tell you another 
problem is we want to be sure how it’s 
distributed—that no area is precluded from 
being the beneficiaries of this kind of 
credit. So, it’s up in the air right now. I 
don’t want to say that I won’t go forward 
with this. I think in some areas it would be 
very helpful to us, to our grain growers. 

I’m not immune to the fact that they’ve 
been hurting, so I’d like to be helpful. But 
I’ve got to abide by the law. And if we can 
find ways to encourage forward movement 
on these credits or find ways to make it 
creditworthy any other way, so much— 
market reform is a good way to do it. There 
are other ways that perhaps they could 
make the credit more secure. 


Fast Track Authority Legislation 


Q. Sir, I'd like to get back to Fast Track. 
Only one of the major farm organizations— 
and they’re a glaring example—everybody 
else is in favor of the Fast Track—what’s 
the hangup? What’s the problem? What do 
you see? 

The President. Problem with who? With 
that one guy that’s out of step, or the other 
51? [Laughter] I’m for the 51 farm organi- 
zations that are for it. Fifty-one are. 

Q. Don’t you feel it will pass? 

The President. Well, I hope so, but we’re 
not going to act like it’s done yet. We are 
killing ourselves trying to get this done, and 
we are going to continue to work with the 
Democrats in the Congress—Republicans. 
Incidentally, we’re approaching this in a 
nonpartisan manner. We’ve got some Re- 
publicans that I still have to convince, and 
plenty of Democrats. And then we’ve got 
plenty of Democrats that are for us and 


plenty of Republicans. And Ed’s not ap- 
proaching it in a partisan manner. 

But in terms of the farm organizations, 
thank heavens most of them are seeing that 
it will benefit the agricultural economy in 
this country. I really believe it will. But 
we're just going to keep pursuing it because 
I don’t want to say it’s in the bag. It isn’t 
yet. We’re counting votes, but we’ve got a 
ways to go before I can say to the American 
farmer, look, we’re going to win this one, 
and you're going to be the beneficiaries 
thereof. 

Q. The President, how successful—or 
what would it mean not only to the USS. as 
a whole but for the U.S. farmer for a suc- 
cessful GATT agreement? And how impor- 
tant is Fast Track to thatP 

The President. It’s very important to a 
successful conclusion to the GATT round. 
Without it, without Fast Track, I think it 
would be almost impossible to hammer out 
an agreement that would pass muster with 
the many countries that have to be in 
accord. And so it’s do or die, in a sense, that 
this Fast Track—some have wanted to try 
to split them off, split off Mexican—the 
North American free trade from Fast Track 
and relating to Europe—to GATT, I mean. 
And I don’t want that. I don’t want to see a 
policy that discriminates against a neighbor 
of ours. And so, we’re going to go forward. 
And I—again back to Bill’s question—I 
think we can do it, but we’re not there yet. 


Mexican Adherence to Pesticide 
Regulations 


Q. One of the problems it seems like that 
Congress and some agricultural interests 
need assurances on is the pesticide regula- 
tion issue. What kind of assurances can you 
provide that we can get Mexico to conform 
to our strict pesticide regulations here? 

The President. Well, there’s a lot of dis- 
cussion going on with them. It has to do 
with the other environmental concerns, too. 
I believe that Mexico—and the technical 
way we're doing this I’d have to defer— 
even maybe Ed could answer it, but I’d 
have to defer to Carla. I’m not sure. I have 
discussed at length the environmental con- 
cerns here with the President of Mexico. 
And all I can tell you is that he has moved 
forward. He’s already shut down or is in the 
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process of shutting down the highest pollut- 
ing refinery in Mexico. It’s the PEMEX re- 
finery. He is well aware of the environmen- 
tal concerns in this country, and he shares 
them as far as Mexico. 

I'll give you an example. When I first 
met—maybe not the first meeting but 
early-on meeting with President Salinas, 
who’s a good man—and he started telling 
me about the children in the Mexican 
schools. They paint the sky at night with no 
stars. Imagine that—a school child painting 
the sky gray. He said, “My ambition is to 
have the children paint the night with the 
stars and the moon so they can see it.” And 
I am convinced that he is going to do what 
is reasonable and what he should do to pro- 
tect his environment, just as we’re trying 
hard to do it on ours. 

So, in terms of this, I’m embarrassed to 
say I can’t give you the technical language 
as to what we might be doing right now on 
agricultural pesticide use, pesticide use in 
agriculture, but I am confident—and inci- 
dentally, the Senators tell me that they are 
confident that the environmental questions 
can be readily answered. 


Ed, do you want to add anything? 

Secretary Madigan. You covered it very 
well. 

The President. 1 mean, it’s more general 
than you wanted, but I am satisfied we can 
get it done. 


Energy Policy 


Q. You mentioned the commitment to al- 
ternative fuels, and I think wheat and corn 
producers realize that commitment came 
long before the Persian Gulf war. But 
haven’t the events of the last few months 
reemphasized our need to get away from 
those foreign fuels? 

The President. Getting away from this 
much reliance on foreign oil has been there 
for a long, long time. It’s more clear today 
because of the Gulf. We must learn. And 
one of the things that we are trying to do 
with our whole new national energy pro- 
gram is to become less dependent on for- 
eign oil. Now, one way to do that is through 
alternative fuels. 

We also, I want to say—and I hope I don’t 
sound defensive—do have some pretty good 
ideas in terms of conservation. And we’re 
accused of not having any conservation 
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ideas or conservation program—and we 
want it. But I also don’t want this country 
to be shoved into a no-growth mode. I 
mean, there’s a lot of young people that 
need economic opportunity in this country, 
a lot of farmers that can sell more if the 
market increases for their products. But you 
put your finger on something I feel strongly 
about, and that is that we must, from our 
national security standpoint, become less 
dependent on foreign oil. And alternative 
fuels is one good way to do it. 

I happen to think another way to do it is 
to expand our exploration domestically. And 
you run into conflict with special interests 
groups on that, but I am convinced that 
that is in our national security interests, too. 


Federal Emergency Assistance for Kansas 


Q. Mr. President, any decision on Federal 
assistance for the tornado victims? 

The President. 'm glad you asked about 
that one because one of the reasons I kept 
you all waiting a little bit is I just signed the 
disaster assistance for Kansas—and I expect, 
as the other requests come in, they will be 
processed that rapidly. I mentioned yester- 
day coming out of church that our hearts 
really go out to the victims. Bob Dole was 
out there the night before last in Kansas, 
and he called me up, I think it was Friday 
night—or Saturday night I guess he got 
back—and said he really had never seen 
anything like this. And of course, it was 
widely covered on the television. 

And I said, Bob, what more do we need 
to be doing? He said, well, the FEMA emer- 
gency people are there now—and then, of 
course, then in came the formal request, 
and I’m happy to say that we did sign that 
right now, and we’ll do what’s necessary for 
other States. 


China 


Q. Mr. President, what about most-fa- 
vored-nation status for China? 

The President. Well, Mike, it’s a difficult 
one. What I have tried to do with China is 
to make clear our concern about human 
rights abuses, stemming out of—highlighted 
particularly by Tiananmen Square, but rec- 
ognize that cutting off all contacts or trying 
to drive them to their knees economically is 
not the way to effect change. And I go back 
to when we opened relation with China. 
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And, yes, there’s some abuses there that no 
American can be tolerant of. But there’s a 
lot of changes in China that have taken 
place that are beneficial. 

And I would point to the fact that our 
policy of at least trying to keep some rea- 
soned relation with China paid off in spades 
on the recent war, because we needed—I 
felt we needed—the international sanction 
that those United Nations gave the effort. 
And if we’d have had enmity with China, it 
is very clear in my mind that they might—I 
can’t say would have, but they might well 
have vetoed the resolutions. And we operat- 
ed with an international sanction, an inter- 
national approval that gave the whole oper- 
ation worldwide credibility. 

So, I think it’s important that we have 
reasonable relations with China. I think it’s 
important we have trade relations with 
China. But on the other hand, China some- 
times doesn’t see eye-to-eye with us on 
some of the fundamental human rights 
questions that concern me as President and 
concern all Americans. 

So, that’s a long way of saying I don’t 
know exactly what we’re going to do on the 
MFN to China. We fought for it last year. 
We have protected the students in this 
country, Chinese students—will continue to 
do that. But I’m one who believes that if we 
can keep contact and keep showing them 
our way, showing them how good our prod- 
uct is, that that’s a better way than break- 
ing off relations. 

There’s a billion—what, 1.1 billion people 
in China. And give them their due, they’re 
feeding 1.1 billion people. I wish our trade 
balance with China was better. It’s gone 
more in their favor. But again, we can’t 
legislate that. But I think I understand 
China. I note the importance of China. I 
respect the sovereignty of China. I’ve said 
over and over again, I wish that—I have not 
certainly approved, indeed, have con- 
demned some of the human rights abuses. 

So, we’ve got to work with this big coun- 
try. And it is in our interest so to do. 
Whether that will lead to MFN renewal, 
that question will be decided very soon. 
And I, myself, must decide what role the 
administration will take, because we had a 
battle on it before, as you know. 

Two more—there are two _ persistent 
hands up, and then we'll go. Yes? 


Soviet Union 


Q. Your reaction to the instability shown 
last week, of Gorbachev resigning and then 
the Communist Committee not taking it. 
What would him stepping down mean to 
U.S. agriculture? 

The President. Well, I think it would 
mean uncertainty inside the Soviet Union. 
And there’s a lot of question as to some- 
thing—if Mr. Gorbachev stepped down, 
which way the Soviet Union would go. I 
like to feel that the changes manifested by 
the lightening up in Eastern Europe and by 
much more openness, glasnost, inside is ir- 
reversible. I like to believe that. But that is 
an internal matter of the Soviet Union. I 
have elected to stay in close touch with Mr. 
Gorbachev. He is the man there right now. 
We meet with opposition leaders from time 
to time at various levels, including mine 
with the Baltic leaders. We have differences 
with them in terms of, well, treatment of 
the Republics, for example, right now. 

But what happened last week I think in a 
sense was quite reassuring because there 
were some widespread speculation that Mr. 
Gorbachev was in trouble, even with the 
party. And I think that showed that that 
was not the case. 

But, again, there’s a lot of turmoil there. 
And there’s a lot of economic difficulty in 
the Soviet Union today. And we don’t take 
joy in that at all. We don’t take joy in their 
problems. They've moved considerably 
since—on a lot of things. And, again, going 
back to the war, the answer I gave you on 
China is very valid in terms of the Soviet 
Union. They approved every resolution. 
They stayed with us, even when Gorba- 
chev—you remember just before the 
ground war started—was talking about, 
well, please hold off. But I didn’t take that 
as a disapproval of what we were trying to 
do. Indeed, when we said, okay, it’s Satur- 
day, Mr. Saddam Hussein, or you’ve got 
problems—the Soviets, having tried their 
approach, were supportive. 

And so again, we want to keep good rela- 
tions, but they have enormous—just enor- 
mous—problems, and we take no joy in that 
at all. I’d like to find ways to be helpful. But 
when it comes to these credits, we cannot— 
we are bound by our laws. And I think that 
protects the American taxpayers—that 
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there has to be a certain creditworthiness. 
So, it’s a tough one right now for them, but 
let’s hope that this democratic process will 
keep going and keep evolving until we 
have just pluperfectly good relations with 
them. I mean, we’ve got good relations, but 
they’ve got such enormous problems that 
their full potential is unrealized. 

You talk about energy—somebody asked 
me the energy question—the potential is 
enormous. But they’ve got to move forward 
with more than rhetoric. They’ve got to go 
with these market reforms. 


Free and Fair Trade 


Q. Mr. President, there’s been a lot of 
talk about tariffication. One of those places 
where it has happened—Japan has removed 
quotas and put on tariffs on beef. Could you 
relate to that, please? 

The President. What was the word? 

Q. Tariffication—putting tariffs on instead 
of quotas in trade negotiations. That’s been 
one of the goals. 

The President. | don’t think just substitut- 
ing one barrier for another, if that’s what 
the question is, is a good way to do it. 


We're trying to get open markets. It is my 


fundamental belief that the American 
farmer can compete with anybody provided 
we're talking total freedom of trade. We’re 
not there yet. We’re not there yet in terms 
of trade with a lot of countries—put it that 
way. But if the substitution is being substi- 
tuted to throw up a barrier under a differ- 
ent name, I don’t think we should be very 
enthusiastic about that approach. 

Maybe I’m missing your question, but—— 

Q. The question is, as opposed to just a 
strict quota, put on a tariff—and that’s been 
one of the things that have been talked 
about in trade negotiations, that has hap- 
pened, and apparently beef exports to 
Japan have increased. 

The President. Can I refer to my econom- 
ic expert to answer that which I do not 
know? [Laughter] Mike? This is Dr. Mike 
Boskin here. 

Chairman Boskin. We have been gener- 
ally in favor of substituting tariffs for quotas 
in the context of reducing the tariffs in a 
variety of ways. So, I think the President’s 
quite right—you don’t want to just substi- 
tute one form of barrier for another. That 
won't help us. That won’t help our export- 
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ers. But it’s being done, and the discussions 
of it will continue—discussion of it in the 
Uruguay round and elsewhere is a process 
of getting the tariffs removed. So, you start 
by getting rid of the quotas and putting on 
a tariff with a schedule for the tariff to de- 
cline. 

The President. That’s what I wanted to 
say, but I was just kind of hung up on it. 
Thank you all very much. 

Q. I just wanted to say thank you, and we 
appreciate your access to talk about agricul- 
ture for a few moments. 

The President. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Clayton Yeutter, 
chairman of the Republican National Com- 
mittee; Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas 
F. Brady; Secretary of Commerce Robert A. 
Mosbacher; Ronald Hays, president of the 
National Association of Farm Broadcasters; 
Senator Robert Dole; Bill Mason, farm 
broadcaster at WGEL in Greenville, IL; Mi- 
chael LePorte, farm broadcaster at KRVN 
in Lexington, NE; and Michael J. Boskin, 
Chairman of the Council of Economic Ad- 
visers. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Task Force on United States 
Government International Broadcasting 


April 29, 1991 


Hundreds of millions of people worldwide 
rely on U.S. Government broadcasting for 
objective world news, local news, explana- 
tions of U.S. policy, and information about 
democratic values and institutions, includ- 
ing free-market economics. In light of dra- 
matic political developments worldwide, in- 
cluding the democratic revolution in East- 
ern Europe, the end of the cold war, and 
events in the Persian Gulf and Middle East, 
it is appropriate and timely to examine US. 
Government international broadcasting op- 
erations. 

The President is pleased to announce the 
establishment of an independent, bipartisan 
Task Force on U.S. Government Interna- 
tional Broadcasting to study the best future 
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organization and structure for U.S. Govern- 
ment international broadcasting. The Presi- 
dent is gratified that the enclosed list of 
distinguished Americans have agreed to 
serve. 

The Task Force will make recommenda- 
tions to the President within 6 months on 
the following issues in the overall context of 
U.S. foreign policy and public diplomacy: 


—The most appropriate organization and 
structure under which all USG interna- 
tional broadcasting assets and activities 
eventually would be consolidated, in 
steps and over time, under a single U.S. 
Government broadcasting entity; when 
and how such consolidation should take 
place. 

—New technologies in light of the need 
for U.S. Government broadcasting to 
remain effective and competitive. This 
should include strategies for the best 
use of new technologies. 

—tThe relationship between U.S. Govern- 
ment broadcasting activities and U.S. 
private sector broadcasting enterprises 
in the international arena. 

The President today announced that the 
following individuals have agreed to serve 
on the Task Force on U.S. Government 
International Broadcasting: 


Chairman: 


John Hughes, of Maine. Mr. Hughes is a Pulitzer 
Prize winning journalist and is currently a syn- 
dicated columnist for the Christian Science 
Monitor. In addition, Mr. Hughes has served as 
Director of the United States Information 
Agency/ Voice of America, 1982; and Associate 
Director of the United States Information 
Agency, 1981. 


Members: 


David Manker Abshire, of Virginia. Currently Dr. 
Abshire serves as president of the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies at George- 
town University in Washington, DC. 

Richard M. Fairbanks, III, of the District of Co- 
lumbia. Since 1985 Mr. Fairbanks has served as 
a partner with the law firm of Paul, Hastings, 
Janofsky and Walker in Washington, DC. 

Richard Vincent Allen, of Maryland. Since 1982 
Mr. Allen has served as president of the Rich- 
ard V. Allen Co. in Washington, DC. 

Viviane M. Warren, of California. Currently Ms. 
Warren serves as chairman of the Community 


Advisory Board for KPBS-TV/FM in San Diego, 
CA. 

Rita Crocker Clements, of Texas. Ms. Clements is 
active in many community service volunteer 
activities and serves as chairman of the Tour- 
ism Advisory Council of the Texas Department 
of Commerce in Dallas, TX. 

Abbott McConnell Washburn, of the District of 
Columbia. Mr. Washburn served as a Commis- 
sioner with the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, 1974-1982, and currently serves as a 
director with Metro Mobile Cellular Telephone 
Service, Inc. 

Ben J. Wattenberg, of the District of Columbia. 
Since 1981 Mr. Wattenberg has served as a 
syndicated columnist with the United Features 
Newspaper Enterprise Association; and has 
served as a senior fellow with the American 
Enterprise Institute, 1977 to present. 

Rozanne LeJeanne Ridgway, of the District of 
Columbia. Currently Ms. Ridgway serves as the 
president of the Atlantic Council of United 
States in Washington, DC. 

Stuart E. Eizenstat, of the District of Columbia. 
Currently Mr. Eizenstat serves as a partner 
with the law firm of Powell, Goldstein, Frazer 
and Murphy in Washington, DC. 

Margaret Noonan, of New York. Currently Ms. 
Noonan serves as a writer and journalist in 
New York, NY. 


Proclamation 6283—Law Day, U:S.A., 
1991 


April 29, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On this Law Day, held in the 200th year 
of our Bill of Rights, we give thanks for our 
Nation’s enduring legacy of liberty under 
law. This legacy, ensured by our Constitu- 
tion and Bill of Rights, has made the name 
“America” virtually synonymous with free- 
dom. 

Ratified and adopted as part of the Con- 
stitution in December 1791, the Bill of 
Rights signalled our Founders’ determina- 
tion to uphold their earlier declaration 
“that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
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No other document in the history of man- 
kind has enumerated in a more fruitful 
manner the fundamental liberties to which 
all people are heirs. 

James Madison once noted that the idea 
of a Bill of Rights was valuable because “po- 
litical truths declared in that solemn 
manner acquire by degrees the character of 
fundamental maxims of free government.” 
Indeed, the principles enshrined in our Bill 
of Rights have proved to be not only the 
guiding tenets of American government, 
but also a model for the world. Two hun- 
dred years after this great document was 
adopted by the Congress, we can behold its 
seminal role in the advancement of human 
Rights around the world. The United Na- 
tions General Assembly affirmed the ideals 
enshrined in our Bill of Rights when it 
adopted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights in 1948. Those ideals were 
also affirmed in the 1975 Helsinki Final Act 
of the Conference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe. 

The ideals set forth in our Bill of Rights 
and echoed in each of these later docu- 
ments have triumphed in nations that once 
bore the heavy yoke of totalitarianism. In 
emerging democracies around the world, 
courageous peoples are striving to bring the 
tender shoots of freedom into full bloom, 
and they continue to look to America as a 
guide. Today we know that our ancestors 
gave freedom not only a name but also a 
future when they adopted the Bill of Rights. 

On this occasion we do well to honor all 
those Americans who labor and sacrifice to 
defend our Bill of Rights and the rule of 
law. Today we salute with special pride and 
appreciation our courageous military per- 
sonnel. Yet, in addition to our Armed 
Forces, many other Americans work daily 
to uphold the rule of law; indeed, we owe 
great thanks to police officers, judges, attor- 
neys, and all those who serve in our Na- 
tion’s independent judiciary or who other- 
wise labor to defend our Constitution. Law 
Day celebrates the efforts of these individ- 
uals and reminds each of us of the impor- 
tance of understanding our rights and meet- 
ing our responsibilities as citizens of a free 
Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, in 


accordance with Public Law 87-20 of April 
7, 1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 1991, as 
Law Day, U.S.A. I urge all Americans to 
observe this day by reflecting upon our 
rights and our responsibilities under the 
Constitution. I ask that members of the 
legal profession, civic associations, and the 
media, as well as educators, librarians, and 
government officials, promote the observ- 
ance of this day through appropriate pro- 
grams and activities. I also call upon all 
public officials to display the flag of the 
United States on all government buildings 
on this day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 29 day of April, in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and fif- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:51 p.m., April 29, 1991] 


Remarks on the Extension of Fast 
Track Authority and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


April 30, 1991 


The President. Let me just thank the 
leaders for coming down here today to dis- 
cuss the extension of Fast Track. And, as 
you all know, Fast Track means the ability 
to negotiate trade agreements. The export 
side of our economy has fueled our econom- 
ic growth in recent years, and we need this 
Fast Track authority to negotiate trade 
agreements that will open markets, keep 
our exports strong, and create jobs and, 
frankly, sustain our leadership in the world 
economy. And I appreciate it. 

I know some are undecided. I know 
many are strongly committed here. But I 
appreciate your coming down because this 
is priority and we are going all out. I’m 
grateful to the majority leader who is not 
with us today, but he’s down in Mexico—I 
know last night, discussing this and wheth- 
er—how it comes out, I don’t know. But I 
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think that kind of inquiry is very, very help- 
ful. And I just want to thank you all for 
your interest and hope that we can con- 
vince those—perhaps mostly out here today 
that this is the right thing for the United 
States. And I’m convinced it is, and I also 
think it’s good for our neighbors to the 
south that I’m determined not to neglect, 
say nothing of Europe. 

In any event, why, I appreciate your 
coming. 


Interest Rates 


Q. Will lowering the discount rate en- 
courage lower interest rates worldwide, Mr. 
President? 

The President. Lowering the discount 
rate—and the Fed just announced a half- 
point reduction to 5.5 percent from 6 per- 
cent, and this is good. This will stimulate 
our economy. I think it will help worldwide 
as well. It is very good news, and I think it 
will be well-received in this country. And I 
hope that it will have a strong effect inter- 
nationally. We are the largest economy in 
the world. And if ours is robust and grow- 
ing, that benefits everybody else, in my 
view. 

Q. Do you hope banks follow suit, Mr. 
President, and follow the prime rate? 

The President. Well, I'll leave that to the 
markets. I won’t go into all that, but I think 
clearly—and traditionally that has hap- 
pened, and I certainly expect it to happen. 

Q. What about the Germans, sir? 


The President. There are problems, and 
people have different problems in their 
countries. Some are much more concerned 
about inflation than other countries—but 
this is a very strong leadership role by the 
Fed now that will be helpful, I think, 
around the world—and certainly be helpful 
to our economy that needs a kick now, 
needs a boost. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Restrictions on U.S. Satellite 
Component Exports to China 


April 30, 1991 


The President has decided not to approve 
a request to license the export of U.S. satel- 
lite components to China for a Chinese do- 
mestic communications satellite, the Dong 
Fang Hong 3 (DFH-3). The President made 
this decision because certain activities of 
Chinese companies raise serious prolifera- 
tion concerns. 

The United States has undertaken a 
major worldwide effort to combat the pro- 
liferation of weapons of mass destruction, 
particularly to regions of instability. We 
take this issue very seriously, and the Presi- 
dent’s decision not to approve satellite li- 
censes in these circumstances underscores 
the importance attached to nonprolifera- 
tion. 

The United States is currently engaged in 
an intensive dialog with China on prolifera- 
tion issues, aimed at encouraging China to 
observe internationally accepted guidelines 
on missile and missile-related technology 
exports. The Chinese Government has 
stated that it will be prudent and responsi- 
ble in its sale of missile technology. We will 
be discussing our concerns about the activi- 
ties of the Chinese companies involved in 
Dong Fang Hong with the Chinese Govern- 
ment. 

U.S. satellites, their components and asso- 
ciated technologies are included in the U.S. 
Munitions List and require licenses for 
export to controlled destinations, including 
China. Under sanctions contained in the 
Foreign Relations Authorization Act, FY 
1990-91, licensing of these exports is pro- 
hibited unless the President determines it 
to be in the national interest. Given our 
proliferation concerns, it would not have 
been appropriate to waive the legislative 
prohibition for the Dong Fang Hong. 

At the same time, the President decided 
that it is in the national interest to waive 
legislative restrictions on exports for two 
other projects, AUSSAT and FREJA, that 
will launch satellites from China. The two 
U.S.-built AUSSAT satellites will provide 
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needed communications services for our 
ally Australia. The President had previously 
waived legislative sanctions against launches 
from China for AUSSAT, but the project 
required additional export licenses. The 
President was concerned that we live up to 
our earlier commitment to allow Australia 
to proceed with this project. The Swedish 
FREJA satellite, a small scientific satellite, 
will be used by civilian atmospheric re- 
searchers in the U.S., Sweden, Canada, Ger- 
many, and Finland. 


Nomination of Gordon S. Brown To Be 
United States Ambassador to 
Mauritania 


April 30, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Gordon S. Brown, of Cali- 
fornia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania. He would succeed William Hart 
Twaddell. 

Since 1989, Mr. Brown has served as a 
political adviser for the U.S. Central Com- 
mand in Tampa, FL. From 1986 to 1989, 
Mr. Brown served as Deputy Chief of Mis- 
sion at the U.S. Embassy in Tunis, Tunisia. 
Mr. Brown served at the Department of 
State in several capacities including: Direc- 
tor of Arab Peninsula Affairs, 1984-1986; 
Director of Maritime Affairs for the Eco- 
nomic Bureau, 1982-1984; Director of 
United Nations Economic Affairs, 1980- 
1982; and Deputy Director of the Office of 
Commodities, 1979-1980. Prior to this, Mr. 
Brown studied at the Industrial College of 
the Armed Forces, 1978-1979; served as a 
petroleum finance officer at the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 1976-1978; and 
as an energy and economic officer at the 
U.S. Embassy in Paris, France, 1973-1976. 
He served at the Department of State as an 
OPEC/Near Easi officer in the Office of 
Fuels and Energy, 1971-1973; as an Egyp- 
tian desk officer, 1969-1971; and as a politi- 
cal officer at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, 
Iraq, 1963-1966. Mr. Brown joined the For- 
eign Service in 1960. 

Mr. Brown graduated from Stanford Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1957). He was born February 
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24, 1936, in Rome, Italy. Mr. Brown served 
in the U.S. Army Security Agency, 1957- 
1960. Mr. Brown is married, has three chil- 
dren, and resides in Tampa, FL. 


Proclamation 6284—Older Americans 
Month, 1991 


April 30, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


People are our Nation’s most precious 
asset, and America’s senior citizens are no 
exception. These men and women consti- 
tute a wellspring of acquired wisdom and 
skill, and it is fitting that our celebration of 
Older Americans Month, 1991, should have 
as its theme, “Older Americans: A Great 
Natural Resource.” 

Older Americans have charted the course 
of our Nation throughout most of this cen- 
tury. While many youngsters view the 
Great Depression and World War II as the 
stuff of schoolbooks, it was today’s senior 
citizens who experienced these and other 
defining moments in American history and, 
through them, helped to shape the world in 
which we live. With faith, courage, and 
countless sacrifices on both the home front 
and the field of battle, these Americans 
joined our Nation’s allies in defeating the 
tyrannical forces that threatened to destroy 
an entire continent during World War II. 
The industry and creativity of today’s older 
Americans later gave America the techno- 
logical edge needed to put the first man on 
the moon. Indeed, their ingenuity and hard 
work have enabled the United States to 
make many great and historic strides in 
business, agriculture, and health care. 

Today older Americans continue to merit 
our respect and gratitude. Whether they 
quietly enrich the lives of their families and 
friends or engage in paid employment and 
voluntary community service, senior citi- 
zens are an invaluable source of knowledge 
and experience. Today many older Ameri- 
cans are remaining in the work force well 





past the traditional retirement age, and 
more and more seniors are pursuing second 
careers. In fact, older Americans are as 
much a part of our future as they are a part 
of our past: the contributions that they con- 
tinue to make in this century will benefit 
our families and our Nation well into the 
next. 

Over the years older Americans have 
taught us many powerful lessons about 
duty, faithfulness, and honor. With those 
lessons in mind, let us renew our determi- 
nation to help our senior citizens live with 
the independence, comfort, and security 
that they need and deserve. We can begin 
by reaffirming our support for those public 
agencies, private organizations, and individ- 
uals who work, each and every day of the 
year, to dispel myths about aging; to protect 
older Americans from discrimination and 
exploitation; and to provide long-term 
health care and other services for seniors 
with special needs. Their efforts should be a 
compelling reminder of the respect and 
gratitude that each of us owes to our soci- 
ety’s eldest members. 

Now, Therefore, I George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the month of May 1991 
as Older Americans Month. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
month with appropriate ceremonies and ac- 
tivities in honor of our Nation’s senior 
citizens. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:30 a.m., May 1, 1991] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 1. 
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Proclamation 6285—National Physical 
Fitness and Sports Month, 1991 


April 30, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Anyone who has ever taken part in sports 
or other athletic activities knows that doing 
so is not only fun but also a wonderful way 
to achieve greater physical fitness. Today 
there are exciting sports and athletic oppor- 
tunities to match virtually every personal 
interest and ability, from running, racquet- 
ball, fencing, and skiing to swimming, 
soccer, aerobic dance, and golf—just to 
name a few. 

Whether they engage in periodic work- 
outs or in favorite individual and team 
sports—or perhaps all three—Americans 
who exercise regularly enjoy a host of bene- 
fits. In addition to enhancing one’s physical 
strength and agility, athletic activity helps 
to alleviate many of the effects of stress and 
aging. People who participate in sports and 
other forms of exercise also enjoy the pro- 
found sense of satisfaction and self-confi- 
dence that come from meeting a challenge. 
In a special way team sports enable partici- 
pants to develop valuable communication 
skills, as well as a rewarding sense of coop- 
eration and fellowship. 

As more and more Americans discover 
these and other advantages of regular ath- 
letic activity, our communities and Nation 
benefit as well. Because physically fit per- 
sons generally have more energy and stami- 
na, greater athletic activity among our pop- 
ulation contributes to greater productivity 
and performance in the workplace. Because 
an active, healthy life-style can help to pre- 
vent coronary disease and other health 
problems, increased public participation in 
sports can also help to keep medical costs 
down. 

Recognizing the many benefits of physi- 
cal fitness to individuals and to the Nation, I 
have joined with Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Chairman of the President’s Council on 
Physical Fitness and Sports, in declaring the 
1990s the “Fitness Decade.” Just as it is 
never too early to nurture good habits in 
one’s children, it is never too late for adults 
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to reap the rewards of regular exercise; 
hence, we are calling on Americans of all 
ages to commit to get fit. Everyone can 
benefit from regular exercise, and everyone 
can find a sport or other physical activity 
that meets his or her abilities and interests. 
This month is a splendid opportunity for all 
those who have not yet done so to take the 
first step toward healthier, fuller lives 
through participation in sports and other 
forms of exercise. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the month of May 1991 
as National Physical Fitness and Sports 
Month. I urge all Federal, State, and local 
government agencies and the people of the 
United States to observe this month with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac- 
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:31 a.m., May 1, 1991) 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 1. 


Remarks on National Physical Fitness 
and Sports Month 


May I, 1991 


Bright and early. Thank you all very 
much. Please be seated. We want to see all 
of you go one-on-one with Arnold here in a 
minute. [Laughter] 

But we're out here for a very special 
reason this early. No one wanted to tell Mr. 
Schwarzenegger it was too early, so here 
we are. [Laughter] I want to salute our Sec- 
retary of Education, Lamar Alexander, 
who’s leading us on a new crusade for edu- 
cational excellence. And in my view, that 


includes education of the mind and also a 
fit body. And I see General Colin Powell 
here, and I think of the fitness of those who 
serve under him. And believe me, there’s a 
good example for our whole country in that. 
Those young people performed superbly 
abroad, and they were fit, and they were 
kept fit. So, Colin, thank you sir. 

So, what we’re doing today is to kick off 
the National Fitness and Sports Month with 
the Great American Workout. And here to 
lead us is our chairman, the Chairman of 
the President’s Counsel on Fitness, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. A while back Arnold was 
up at Camp David with us, with Barbara 
and me. And we play a great game up 
there called wallyball—it’s volleyball inside 
of a racquetball court, marvelous exercise. 
And our granddaughter’s 6-year-old friend 
Abigail looked through that little window 
you know they have on the racquetball 
court and ran into the gymnasium where 
the Marines were all working out up there. 
And she said, “Guess who’s in there. Kin- 
dergarten cop. He’s wearing flowered 
shorts. It’s weird.” [Laughter] You remem- 
ber that, Maria. 

Well, Arnold’s doing a great job. He’s al- 
ready been—get this now—on his own out 
there because he believes—to 24 States, and 
his steps are leading the way for fitness. 

Let me welcome the many other celebri- 
ties and guests with us, especially the team 
I just greeted, Northern Michigan Universi- 
ty’s hockey team, NCAA champs. And I un- 
derstand that eight members of this team 
were named to their All American All Aca- 
demic team, proving you can excel in the 
classroom as well as on the ice. These young 
men do serve as a wonderful example to us 
all. 

And as you know, our administration has 
proposed this bold new education strategy 
which we call America 2000—our Secretary 
of Education, Lamar Alexander, leading the 
way. What it does, it challenges our young 
people to excel in English, history, math, 
science, and geography. But it also encour- 
ages Americans to develop habits that lead 
to fuller and richer lives, to make learning a 
process that never ends. 

And so, we’re here this morning because 
we want to emphasize another important 
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habit. And I’m not just talking about getting 
up early. We want to emphasize the impor- 
tance of healthy bodies, bodies free from 
drugs, bodies charged with the vigor that 
exercise brings. No matter how old you are 
or what kind of shape you're in, exercise 
helps every one of us live longer, healthier, 
more enjoyable lives. And for many of us 
fitness is already a part of our daily routine. 
But too many people still look at exercise 
optional. And one in four adults don’t exer- 
cise—one in four don’t exercise at all. For 
the sake of our nation’s health, that simply 
has to change. 

And exercise is important for every 
American. But the focus this year is on 
youth fitness. And if we want our children 
to grow up strong and healthy, we’ve got 
work to do. Right now, only one State re- 
quires daily phys ed from the kindergarten 
through 12th. And across the country only 
one in three students of all ages take gym 
every day. If we care about our kids’ future, 
we'll make room for fitness. 

We start by teaching our kids that phys 
ed is just like any other class—to get ahead 
you’ve got to do homework. And the good 
news is, is that fitness is fun. So on the 
weekends, after school stay away from the 
junk food, get up off that couch, unplug the 
Nintendo and turn off the TV, and go out 
and get some exercise. And that’s what 
we're about to do, with varying degrees of 
enthusiasm, right here this morning. 
[Laughter] 

Before we begin, let me recognize one 
girl who symbolizes the 10 million Ameri- 
can children who are on the right track to 
good health. The 10 millionth recipient of 
the President’s Physical Fitness Award, 
Andrea Stafford. You won’t believe this one, 
but it’s the truth. Andrea is from Muscle 
Shoals, Alabama. Where is Andrea? Right 
there. You come up here, Andrea. Andrea 
will now take on Pam Shriver in tennis. She 
told me that’s her favorite sport. [Laughter] 

But listen, it is my pleasure to declare the 
month of May National Fitness and Sports 
Month. And now, without further delay, the 
czar here and I will attack these workout 
stations. Thank you all very much for 
coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:22 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. In his 


remarks, he referred to Gen. Colin L. 
Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff; Maria Shriver, wife of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger; and Pam Shriver, a profes- 
sional tennis player. 


Remarks at a Presentation Ceremony 
for the National Security Agency 
Worldwide Awards in Fort Meade, 
Maryland 


May 1, 1991 


The President. Thank you all very, very 
much. Thank you for this warm welcome. I 
can’t understand you all being in such a 
good mood, being out here since 9:00 a.m. 
this morning. [Laughter] But you sure make 
me feel welcome. Hey, cut your complain- 
ing, will you? [Laughter] 

Admiral Studeman—and, please, you all 
be seated. Sorry about that. [Laughter] But 
let me salute Admiral Studeman, the other 
leaders of this great organization, and also 
Bill Webster, the DCI, and simply say to all 
the dedicated professionals here at NSA, it 
is my great pleasure to share with you this 
very special day. 

I also want to salute the Congressman 
from this district—you can’t miss him over 
there—Congressman McMillen _ standing 
here, who is a wonderful supporter of your 
work, too. Tom, we’re glad you're here. 

The admiral said this visit is a bit of a 
departure from the routine here at NSA. 
This isn’t exactly the kind of place where 
you can pull off a surprise party. [Laughter] 
But I’m very pleased to be out here. In the 
past couple of months I’ve had the privilege 
of meeting, as they came home, with many 
members of Desert Storm—brave men and 
women who served over there, dedicating 
themselves to the cause of peace in the Per- 
sian Gulf. 

Today, I wanted especially to come here 
to express my appreciation to you, the thou- 
sands of men and women, civilian and mili- 
tary, of the United States SIGINT system. 
From the time we took action to the 
moment the fighting stopped, the world 
witnessed a display of courage and compe- 
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tence that made every American proud. 
But what America and the world saw in 
Desert Storm was just the tip of the ice- 
berg. Our success in the Gulf could, quite 
literally, never have happened without the 
dedication that’s on display right here 
through all the days and all the nights of 
Desert Storm. 

As our troops go home to friends and 
family, they do go home as heroes, and 
they’ve earned every parade and every pat 
on the back. They know and I know that 
they owe a debt to you. That’s why I really 
wanted to come out here today—to salute 
you, the unsung heroes of Desert Storm. 

My association with NSA goes back many 
years. And over the years I’ve come to ap- 
preciate more and more the full value of 
SIGINT. As President and Commander in 
Chief, I can assure you—signals intelligence 
is a prime factor in the decisionmaking 
process by which we chart the course of 
this nation’s foreign affairs. 

Desert Storm was a team effort on many 
fronts—military, diplomatic, economic. NSA 
and the service cryptologic elements gave 
us the critical intelligence we had to have 
to operate effectively on every front. The 
information all of you provided enabled me 
and my key advisers to have a sound under- 
standing of Saddam Hussein’s capabilities 
and solid information about the situation on 
the ground. 

It is the nature of your work to shun the 
spotlight. Where others step forward to the 
fanfare and public acclaim, your reward is 
simply quiet pride. And I am here today on 
behalf of the American people—the many 
millions who cannot know the contributions 
you make to their safety, security, and free- 
dom every single day—to convey the 
thanks of a grateful nation. 

Once again, my most sincere thanks to 
each and every one of you for a job well 
done. And may God bless the United States 
of America. Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. out- 
side the NSA building. In his opening re- 
marks, he referred to Vice Adm. William O. 
Studeman, Director of the National Security 
Agency, and William H. Webster, Director 
of Central Intelligence. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Fast Track Authority Extension and the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 


May 1, 1991 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Through the better part of this century, 
successive Congresses and Administra- 
tions—Republican and Democratic—have 
worked to open markets and expand Ameri- 
can exports. This partnership has resulted in 
unparalleled growth in world trade and 
huge economic benefits for the United 
States. Opening foreign markets means eco- 
nomic growth and jobs for all Americans. 

Historically, the fast track procedures es- 
tablished by the Congress have served us 
well. On March 1, I requested an extension 
of fast track so that we could continue to 
realize increased economic growth and the 
other benefits of expanded trade. The fast 
track in no way limits the ability of Con- 
gress to review any agreement negotiated, 
including the Uruguay Round or a North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 
If Congress is not satisfied, it retains the 
unqualified right to reject whatever is nego- 
tiated. But refusing to extend the fast track 
would end negotiations before they have 
even begun and relinquish a critical oppor- 
tunity for future economic growth. 

Initiatives to open markets will enhance 
the global competitiveness of the United 
States and create new opportunities for 
American workers, American exports, and 
American economic growth. The Uruguay 
Round offers a vital opportunity to elimi- 
nate barriers to our goods, investment, serv- 
ices, and ideas. A NAFTA offers an historic 
opportunity to bring together the energies 
and talents of three great nations, already 
bound by strong ties of family, business, and 
culture. Prime Minister Mulroney and 
President Salinas are both leaders of great 
vision. They believe, as do I, that a NAFTA 
would enhance the well-being of our peo- 
ples. They are ready to move forward with 
us in this unprecedented enterprise. 

In seeking to expand our economic 
growth, I am committed to achieving a bal- 
ance that recognizes the need to preserve 
the environment, protect worker safety, 
and facilitate adjustment. In your letter of 
March 7, you conveyed a number of impor- 





tant Congressional concerns about free 
trade with Mexico. At my direction, Ambas- 
sador Hills and my Economic Policy Coun- 
cil have undertaken an intensive review of 
our NAFTA objectives and strategy to 
ensure thorough consideration of the eco- 
nomic, labor, and environmental issues 
raised by you and your colleagues. The Ad- 
ministration’s response is presented in the 
attached report. Let me emphasize the fol- 
lowing: 

First, you have my personal commitment 
to close bipartisan cooperation in the nego- 
tiations and beyond. And you have my per- 
sonal assurance that we will take the time 
necessary to conclude agreements in which 
both the Congress and the Administration 
can take pride. 

Second, while economic studies show that 
a free trade agreement would create jobs 
and promote growth in the United States, I 
know there is concern about adjustment in 
some sectors. These concerns will be ad- 
dressed through provisions in the NAFTA 
designed to ease the transition for import- 
sensitive industries. In addition, my Admin- 
istration is committed to working with the 
Congress to ensure that there is adequate 
assistance and effective retraining for dislo- 
cated workers. 

Third, based on my discussions with 
President Salinas, I am convinced that he is 
firmly committed to strengthened environ- 
mental protection, and that there is strong 
support for this objective among the Mexi- 
can people. Because economic growth can 
and should be supported by enhanced envi- 
ronmental protection, we will develop and 
implement an expanded program of envi- 
ronmental cooperation in parallel with the 
free trade talks. 

Fourth, President Salinas has also made it 
clear to me that his objective in pursuing 
free trade is to better the lives of Mexican 
working people. Mexico has strong laws reg- 
ulating labor standards and worker rights. 
Beyond what Mexico is already doing, we 
will work through new initiatives to expand 
U.S.-Mexico labor cooperation. 

Thus, our efforts toward economic inte- 
gration will be complemented by expanded 
programs of cooperation on labor and the 
environment. The catalyst for these efforts 
is the promise of economic growth that a 
NAFTA can provide, and the key to these 
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efforts is the extension of unencumbered 
fast track procedures. 

There are great challenges ahead. The 
world is changing dramatically, as nations 
move toward democracy and free markets. 
The United States must continue to open 
new markets and lead in technological inno- 
vation, confident that America can and will 
prevail in this new and emerging world. By 
working together, we can negotiate good 
trade agreements that assure a strong and 
healthy America as we prepare to meet the 
challenges of the next century. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Lloyd 
Bentsen, chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee; Richard A. Gephardt, House 
majority leader; and Dan Rostenkowski, 
chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Meeting of the Society of 
Business Editors and Writers 


May 1, 1991 


The President. Thank you, Jim. And let 
me say I’m very pleased to be here. And I 
was greeted out here by Sandy Duerr, the 
president. She seemed unfazed by her re- 
sponsibilities of this awesome group. And I 
want you to know that we presidents must 
stick together—where is she? [Laughter] 
Randy Smith, and Susan Thomson. 

No, but it is a pleasure, and I appreciate 
what Jim said there, because financial re- 
porting, financial news is very important. It 
isn’t always front-page. Look at D1 or E- 
something or other. But it is fundamental, 
and it’s timely. And I’m very pleased that 
you invited me here. 

I’ve been looking forward to finding a 
good forum to talk about an issue of impor- 
tance to all Americans: economic growth in 
America. And this is a good one for just 
that, so that’s what I want to do with you 
today. 

At the outset, I am, of course, very 
pleased that two major banks today, follow- 
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ing yesterday’s action by the Fed, dropped 
the prime rate of interest by half a point, 
down to 8.5 percent. I think that’s going to 
be very good for the economy of the United 
States of America. 

While experts disagree about the length 
and depth of the recession, we must 
commit ourselves to policies that will pro- 
mote growth and prosperity into the next 
century. This administration’s economic 
growth package, including our urgent re- 
quest to extend Fast Track trade proce- 
dures, can do just that. It can set us on a 
path toward long-term, market-driven eco- 
nomic growth. 

Our administration’s growth package 
begins with control of Federal spending. 
You all know and I know how controversial 
last fall’s budget agreement was, that bipar- 
tisan budget agreement. But what it did do 
with establishing these caps is to finally put 
the Federal Government on a pay-as-you-go 
diet. It cut the growth of Federal debt over 
the next 5 years by nearly $500 billion. 
That extra capital—that extra capital can 
help generate new jobs. 

To increase private savings and invest- 
ment, we’ve proposed tax-free family sav- 
ings accounts, penalty-free withdrawals 
from IRA’s for the first-time buyers. We’ve 
proposed cutting the tax on long-term cap- 
ital gains. That would reduce the Tax 
Code’s bias in favor of debt, expand incen- 
tives to invest, give hope to the small guy, 
the little guy, the small entrepreneur with 
the big idea. Indeed, it would reinvigorate 
the American dream. 

We also want to redouble our efforts on 
the problem of excessive regulation. We all 
know the strangling effect that red tape 
and overregulation can have on businesses. 
Every time we write new laws, though, the 
laws require new regulations. Some of these 
regulations are needed, and frankly, some 
are not. We want to free our people from 
unnecessary regulations. 

The Council on Competitiveness, chaired 
by the Vice President, reviews all major 
new government regulations to ensure that 
the regulatory benefits outweigh the bur- 
dens imposed on the economy. The Council 
will look carefully at everything from the 
new clean air regulations to ways of approv- 
ing new biotechnology products. We should 
not deny the people the benefits that come 
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from products that improve or even save 
lives. 

I headed the Task Force on Regulatory 
Reform for President Reagan. And I recog- 
nize, having done that, that there are legiti- 
mate need for regulations. But I am wor- 
ried about this, and I want to be sure— 
assure you, the financial writers of this 
country, that we are going to do everything 
that we can to have sensible handling of 
regulations. I don’t like it when I see more 
and more pages in the Federal Register de- 
voted to regulations. So, yes, we'll do what’s 
right by spelling out regulations for the 
clean air bill or the new child-care bill, all 
of which are important, but I do not want 
to see us overregulate the people or the 
economy of this country. 

We've also sent up to the Hill—some of 
you know this, I’m sure—a financial indus- 
try reform bill. This is a comprehensive 
package, and it will put our financial serv- 
ices system on a sound footing and modern- 
ize our outdated banking laws. We’ve pro- 
posed reforming the McFadden Act. This 
means letting financial institutions compete 
across State lines. Reforming Glass-Steagle— 
this would let banks offer a broader range 
of financial services to its customers and in 
the process, to compete more effectively in 
international markets. And then, reforming 
deposit insurance—return it to its original 
purpose, which was to protect the average 
depositor. 

Next point, strengthening bank supervi- 
sion, so that we might be able to intervene 
before banks fail. We’ve proposed a new 
way of regulating. It’s simpler, and I think 
it will be more effective. 

It’s time we brought this banking system 
of ours into the 2lst century so that our 
banks can fuel economic growth. But in 
order to do that, we need comprehensive 
reform, not just a quick and narrow fix. And 
I’m going to work very hard with the Con- 
gress to try to get our proposals passed. 

These forward-looking proposals are only 
one part, then, of our vision for a strong 
and vibrant American economy. Our re- 
quest to extend Fast Track procedures looks 
beyond our borders—right to the heart of 
the international market. 

In recent years, trade has kept our econo- 
my growing. Export business accounted for 





84 percent—84 percent—of our economic 
growth last year. That’s nothing new. Mer- 
chandise exports have risen 73 percent in 
the last 4 years—more than twice the rate 
of import growth. 

Recent, unparalleled growth in world 
trade has produced huge benefits for us. 
Our free trade agreement with Canada has 
opened up previously closed agricultural 
markets. I wanted to check my figures on 
the helicopter coming back from Maryland 
this morning. Just now, I called our Secre- 
tary of Agriculture, and he told me that our 
agricultural exports to Canada increased 35 
percent over the last 2 years because of this 
agreement. And we expect the growth to 
intensify as the agreement takes full effect. 

You go back and look at the legislative 
history—or the free trade agreement histo- 
ry, and you'll find many who were predict- 
ing a far gloomier outlook. 

Our trade strategy is simple: We want to 
build on the success of the Canadian FTA. 
The United States will continue to lead the 
world toward a system of free trade and 
open markets. That system makes American 
genius available to the whole world—and 
give Americans access to the good ideas and 
good products from abroad. Trade means 
economic growth. Trade means jobs for all 
Americans. 

That’s why extension of our Fast Track 
procedures in these trade negotiations is ab- 
solutely critical. Fast Track lets us open up 
new markets and new opportunities. 

Fast Track really is another term for 
“good faith.” It means that we will consult 
closely with the Congress. Congress has 
some constitutional responsibilities here. 
We have been and we will consult closely 
with Congress, and also the private sector 
during these trade talks. It means that we 
will not tinker with trade agreements 
worked out by our negotiators and their 
foreign counterparts. 

It gives everyone a fair say in trade talks. 
It does not take away Congress’ power to 
have the final say, to review these trade 
agreements. Congress will have its say. It 
will have a final vote on accepting or reject- 
ing agreements as written, and it will con- 
duct that vote within a reasonable period of 
time. 

It gives the American people a fair say. 
We will take all the time necessary to ad- 


Administration of George Bush, 1991 / May 1 


dress the issues that concern Americans. 
And there are some issues that concern 
Americans, and we have to have good an- 
swers for those questions, and I believe we 
do. 

Fast Track lets us treat our foreign coun- 
terparts fairly. It promises that we will not 
attach amendments or make changes, since 
to do so could force negotiators to call off 
talks or start again from square one. 

Our trading partners consider Fast Track 
an essential ingredient for successful trade 
talks. We’ve had Fast Track authority since 
1974, and we will need it. And we need to 
keep it if we hope to pursue these vital 
trade agreements—the Uruguay round of 
the GATT talks, the North American free 
trade agreement, and of course, the Enter- 
prise for the Americas Initiative. Without 
Fast Track, very candidly, we jeopardize 
those agreements. And we jeopardize trade. 
And we jeopardize American jobs. 

Right now, we have the chance to look 
forward, to expand economic growth, to 
expand opportunity from the Yukon to the 
Yucatan. The North American free trade 
agreement with Canada, our largest trading 
partner, and Mexico, our third-largest trad- 
ing partner, would create the largest, rich- 
est market in the entire world. Think about 
it—360 million consumers and $6 trillion in 
annual output. 

A unified North American market would 
let each of our countries build on our 
strengths. It would provide more and better 
jobs for U.S. workers. It would stimulate 
price competition, lower consumer prices, 
improve product quality. The agreement 
would make necessities such as food and 
clothing more affordable and more avail- 
able to our poorest citizens. It would raise 
productivity and produce a higher standard 
of living throughout the world. And the re- 
sulting economic integration will strengthen 
American businesses in the global market- 
place. 

Let me just try to illustrate the stakes 
that are involved in the Fast Track debate 
by discussing the Mexican component of 
the North American free trade agreement. 
Trade with Mexico has helped both our 
countries. Just 4 years ago, we had a $4.9 
billion trade deficit with Mexico. And since 
then, Mexico’s President Carlos Salinas has 
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slashed tariff rates. He came in determined 
to shake things up in Mexico and he’s done 
a great job at that. He slashed the tariff 
rates. Our exports to Mexico have increased 
nearly 130 percent to $28 billion, and our 
trade deficit has shrunk two-thirds to $1.8 
billion. 

This export boom has created an estimat- 
ed 264,000 new jobs in the United States. 
And each additional billion dollars in ex- 
ports creates nearly 20,000 new jobs here in 
the United States. And meanwhile, the 
trade boom has offered new opportunities 
for Mexican workers. It’s offered prosperity 
to those who before had lived in squalor. 

Some people are concerned about these 
negotiations with Mexico. And just this 
morning—in the spirit of working closely 
with Congress, which I am determined to 
continue—we sent a detailed report to 
Chairman Lloyd Bentsen of the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee; to Congressman Dan 
Rostenkowski, the chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee; and to the majority 
leader, Richard Gephardt, who, incidental- 
ly, has just come back from Mexico. And I 
believe that this letter and our report re- 
sponded to the concerns, the understand- 
able concerns, that they have raised. I gave 
them my personal commitment to close bi- 
partisan cooperation in the negotiations. 

While economic studies show that a free 
trade agreement would produce jobs in the 
United States as well as greater exports and 
output, I know that there’s a concern—not 
just on Capitol Hill but in many of the labor 
halls around this country—about job loss. 
And our negotiators will address these con- 
cerns in provisions of the North American 
free trade agreement. We will ensure an 
adequate transition period for workers in 
import-sensitive industries. We will work 
with Congress to see that dislocated work- 
ers receive proper assistance and retraining. 
I believe we have the answers to the ques- 
tions that are being raised by the labor 
unions and by some on Capitol Hill. 

At the same time, it is worth noting that 
the agreement will create high-wage, high- 
skill manufacturing jobs in the machinery, 
computer, telecommunications, and elec- 
tronic industries. As Mexico develops fur- 
ther, it will need even more of these high- 
tech goods and services. Those goods and 


services are more likely to come from the 
United States than from anyone else in the 
world. 

And secondly, President Salinas and the 
Mexican people have no interest in allowing 
their country to become a pollution haven 
for U.S. companies. Because economic 
growth goes hand-in-hand with environ- 
mental protection, we will expand environ- 
mental cooperation programs parallel to the 
free trade talks. I can assure you, having 
dealt with him and talked to him quite re- 
cently in Houston, Texas, on this very prob- 
lem, that President Salinas is deeply con- 
cerned about the problems facing the envi- 
ronment. He has already ordered shut 
down the major pollution refinery, the 
PEMEX refinery, in Mexico. And that is 
strong evidence of his good faith because he 
had to take on some very powerful people 
to make that happen. 

I will share with you a story that maybe 
some of you heard me refer to before, but it 
made a real impact on me when we were 
talking about the environment. And he says 
that when the schoolchildren around 
Mexico City, where they have that high 
smog content—when the schoolchildren 
paint the sky, they don’t show the stars. 
They paint it gray or black. And they can’t 
see the stars. And he said: My ambition is 
that these young children in Mexico will 
paint in the stars. And I think that says, as 
emotionally as I could possible say it, some- 
thing about this man’s commitment to 
doing something about the environment. 

And so we are concerned, but we believe 
that the environmental cooperation pro- 
grams that we have in mind and that we’ve 
discussed with him can satisfy anybody 
who’s reasonable on this question. 

And finally, President Salinas has also 
made it clear that this agreement will im- 
prove opportunities for Mexican working 
people. Mexico has strong laws regulating 
labor standards and workers’ rights. Beyond 
those, we will also begin new initiatives to 
expand labor cooperation between our two 
countries. 

None of these things will happen, 
though—none of this can happen if we 
cannot bargain in good faith. If the Fast 
Track procedures that we have employed 
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for 17 years—Republican and Democrat ad- 
ministrations alike—suddenly are  with- 
drawn or weakened, the United States must 
continue to open new markets, create new 
technologies, and seize new opportunities 
before us. I am confident, and so are the 
American people, that we can and will pre- 
vail in this exciting and challenging world. 
And I am confident that as we head into 
the next century—the next American cen- 
tury—a strong and healthy America will 
lead the way. 

Thank you all very much for listening and 
having me over to this most prestigious 
forum. I’m delighted to have been here. 
Thank you all. 

Moderator. Thank you, Mr. President. 
We understand you'll take a couple of ques- 
tions. 

The President. That’s his understanding, 
not exactly mine, but go ahead. [Laughter] 


Japanese Trade With Mexico 


Q. As you know, the Japanese do a lot of 
low-cost manufacturing in Japanese assem- 
bly plants in the maquiladora system right 


now. Have the Japanese expressed any con- 
cerns that the U.S.-Mexico trade agreement 
might cut them off from Mexico and—— 

The President. ve talked trade with 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu, and it did not 
come up in our discussions. But whether 
that’s been represented to our trade nego- 
tiators, to Ambassador Hills, or others, I 
simply don’t know the answer to your ques- 
tion. I’m sorry. They shouldn’t be worried 
about it. I mean, there will be new facto- 
ries, new markets, new products. I mean, I 
don’t think they should worry about that. 


Fast Track Authority Extension 


Q. In addition to the concerns about the 
environment and displaced workers, a lot of 
small manufacturing companies in this 
country who are suppliers to big assemblers 
are concerned. What advice have you 
sought and obtained from such companies 
in devising your strategy for dealing with 
Congress towards the Fast Track approval? 

The President. 1 don’t know about indi- 
vidual companies, but our dealing with the 
trade organizations has gotten strong sup- 
port from the small business groups—Na- 
tional Federation of Independent Business- 


es, and other groups as well. And so our 
deaiings, at least the White House dealings, 
have mainly been with these organizations 
that represent the smaller businesses. But 
perhaps our trade negotiators themselves 
have been in touch with individuals. I just 
don’t know. I know when we were in 
Mexico we met with some Mexican business 
people and American business people. 
Some of them were very large businesses, 
but there were some small businesses in- 
volved there, and we got their input. But 
whether there’s a concerted effort to ap- 
proach all these companies, I'd have to 
leave that to the Departments to give you 
the answer. 


Mexico-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, critics of the proposed 
free trade agreement with Mexico have 
cited their concerns over environment, 
labor laws, and possible job losses in this 
country—all of which you have addressed 
today and responded to. I think there may 
be an area that’s sort of been given short 
shrift. Every year $1 billion-worth of stolen 
cars, trucks, and airplanes are transported 
to Mexico. Yet Mexican officials are doing 
nothing to stop this illegal trafficking and 
may, in fact, be thwarting efforts to stop it. 
Don’t you think it may be a little inconsist- 
ent for this country to further open its bor- 
ders with Mexico while such chronic and 
basic law enforcement problems exist and 
aren’t being dealt with? 

The President. No, I don’t think so. I 
think that problems like this, problems of 
illegal drugs, that you could have men- 
tioned and didn’t, that are coming across 
the border that concern our citizens need 
to be solved. There’s no question about it. 
But I think a more prosperous Mexico and a 
more prosperous border on the United 
States side would be one antidote—would 
be one thing that would be helpful. 

But, look, we have got to enforce existing 
laws. We have got to do better in terms of 
interdiction. And I think we are. And one 
of the reasons we are doing better is that in 
this administration under President Salinas 
we are getting—I think most of our law 
enforcement people would tell you—superb 
cooperation. 
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Now, having lived in Texas, why, I know 
that it’s not—we face some of the same 
problems along our border that Arizona 
does. And so I would say that they ought 
not to use the existing problems to hold 
up—problems of crime going across bor- 
ders, or border brutality, or drugs coming 
in—to hold up an important trade agree- 
ment. 

And if, indeed, this does benefit the 
people of Mexico, and if you then have a 
little higher standard of living along the 
Mexican side of the Mexican border, I 
would argue with my critics that this would 
be a sure-fire way to reduce illegal exit or 
crime or whatever. 

That’s the way I'd respond to it. But I 
don’t want you to think from the answer 
that we are unconcerned about the viola- 
tions of the law. 

Last one. Here we go. 


The Economy 


Q. You have fought very hard to lower 
the interest rate as a way to stimulate the 
economy. Yet two million more people are 
unemployed this year than last year. And 


the construction industry is not doing any 
work at all. People can’t borrow money be- 


cause they're overextending from their 
small savings already. How can just drop- 
ping the interest rate get us out of a reces- 
sion if. 

The President. In the first place, I think 
we're going to be coming out of the reces- 
sion, particularly with this drop in interest 
rates. So, I would argue with the people 
that disagree that we will. Most of the indi- 
cators—I think most of the economists, most 
of the blue-chip forecasters agree with what 
I’ve just said. 

Secondly, I think dropping interest rates 
is the best way to stimulate economic 
growth and to create new jobs and new 
opportunity. Remind me what was the 
predicate again—that two million—— 

Q. The fact that two million more people 
are unemployed—we can’t seem to stimu- 
late the economy no matter what the indus- 
tries are. And people are already too heavi- 
ly in debt in this country. 

The President. New jobs is the answer, 
isn’t it, then, to those that don’t have a job. 
And the way you get new jobs is you go for 
a growth agenda like I tried to answer here 


542 


today. And we will come out of this reces- 
sion, which isn’t, fortunately, as deep as 
some in the past, and when we do come out 
of it you're going to see growth. And 
growth is going to create new jobs. And 
that two million or whatever the figure is 
will decline. I’m absolutely convinced of it. 
That’s what’s happened in every other re- 
cession. 

And so the unemployment figures—any- 
time it’s—my view is—they always ask me, 
what’s acceptable unemployment? For the 
guy who doesn’t have a job, nothing. No 
percentage is acceptable. I will say, histori- 
cally, the unemployment figures have been 
a lot worse in this country. And when the 
recessions that they were part of ended, 
people went back to work in large num- 
bers. So, I think the best answer for hope 
for the people that are unemployed lies in 
economic growth, new opportunities. 

Q. When do you predict the end of the 
recession? 

The President. 1 can’t give you an exact 
time. But would you settle for a general 
“sooner rather than later”? [Laughter] Be- 
cause it’s going to—wait until you see the 
effect of these rates. I mean, I don’t really 
know the answer to your question. And if I 
did, I wouldn’t tell you because the last 
thing a President needs to be doing is pre- 
dicting interest rate levels or levels of 
where the stock market ought to be, or 
something of this—I just couldn’t get into it. 
But I do—I believe, as do most of the fore- 
casters, that the recession will not be a long 
and deep recession. And I think I’d go with 
the average of the blue-chip forecasters 
who seem to indicate that we'll be out of it 
fairly soon. But I’ve got to stop short of a 
definitive date. 

Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. in 
the Ballroom at the Washington Marriott 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Jim 
Kennedy, Sandy Duerr, Randy Smith, and 
Susan Thomas, secretary, president, vice 
president, and former president of the Soci- 
ety of Business Editors and Writers; Secre- 
tary of Agriculture Edward Madigan; and 
U.S. Trade Representative Carla A. Hills. 





Remarks at a White House Briefing on 
Fast Track Authorization 


May 1, 1991 


The President. Thank you all very much. 
Please be seated. A thousand apologies for 
keeping you all waiting, but you had the 
most knowledgeable Fast Track authority in 
the country doing the heavy lifting here. 
Carla, thank you. 

But first, thank you all for coming here. I 
know I’ve talked to some of you in this 
room about my favorite subject these days, 
but I want to just hit it again, and to those I 
haven't visited with, just urge you to help 
us if you possibly can. This Fast Track au- 
thority question is absolutely fundamental 
to our major foreign policy objectives. 

And we can’t look at it narrowly. We’ve 
got to look at in terms of the big foreign 
policy picture. And I’m not talking just 
about the importance of getting an agree- 
ment with Europe; I’m talking about our 
friends to the south, about the potential 
that lies in a democratic South America. 
And I’m not talking there just Mexico and 
beyond. 

And so, we have here a subject I want to 
talk about in a little more detail, but I want 
to put it into that broad foreign policy con- 
text. It is in the vital national interest of the 
United States that we get this Fast Track 
authority, not just to hammer out a success- 
ful conclusion to the GATT round but to 
get this free trade agreement with Mexico, 
which will show that we are not discrimi- 
nating by simply looking one direction, that 
we recognize the potential of our neighbors 
to the south who are our friends, and that 
we want to support the change that is so 
exciting that’s taking place to our south. 

So, as you know, and maybe Carla—did 
you talk about the letters today? Well, I’ve 
sent up to the Congress our views on these 
opportunities that are offered. And maybe 
you’ve gotten the details of the response to 
Lloyd Bentsen, Dan Rostenkowski, and 
Dick Gephardt to very important letters 
that we got from them. And they have a 
constitutional responsibility. They are enti- 
tled to our full cooperation and consulta- 
tion. And I think we’ve responded, thanks 
to Carla’s leadership, in a very forthcoming 
way to understandable concerns. 
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There were two points that our response 
to the Congress made crystal clear. One is 
that we’ve got to seize the opportunities 
that are afforded by this North American 
free trade agreement because it’s in our in- 
terest—the point I made to you. And then 
the second one is that we are determined— 
and this is the one of vital importance to 
Members of Congress and to many in this 
room—that we’re determined to work with 
Mexico to address the labor and environ- 
mental issues that are of common concern. 

We also, in these undertakings, make a 
commitment to negotiate an agreement 
with all the transition and adjustment provi- 
sions necessary to avoid disruptions at 
home. I would not be pressing this if I felt 
that this was going to be detrimental to the 
Americans that needs jobs, or Americans 
that have jobs. And our response also dem- 
onstrates how and why economic growth 
and enhanced cooperation between our 
governments—made possible by this North 
American free trade agreement—help dra- 
matically improve labor conditions and also 
environmental protection. 

I’m sure it won’t work the way our critics 
say. In other words, they say it’s going to be 
bad for American jobs, more people thrown 
out of work. And they say bad for the envi- 
ronment. And I don’t agree with either of 
them. In fact, I think we’ve got very good 
answers on the opposite sides of those two 
allegations. 

The central issue in the Fast Track 
debate is whether we’re going to remain a 
leader in opening markets and in expanding 
trade. Everyone in this room knows that 
exports are absolutely essential, that they’re 
more vital than ever to our own economic 
growth. And, look, the stakes are high. No- 
body’s hiding that fact. There are high 
stakes in this. And with Fast Track we can 
complete that Uruguay round. 

We've gone through like a roller coast- 
er—ups and downs—as Carla’s tried to 
hammer out an agreement in the GATT 
that would be good for all of us. And it’s 
been difficult. But I am convinced that we 
can complete that Uruguay round and also 
this North American free trade agree- 
ment—NAFTA—and lay the bases for our 
continued competitive success in world 
markets. And it will carry us well into the 
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next century, in my view. And without Fast 
Track we’re going to lose our ability to 
achieve these ambitious and important 
goals. I don’t believe protection or isolation 
or quasi-isolation can do anything other 
than diminish the growth that is essential in 
this country, essential to the well-being of 
all American families. 

And I might say today, I was very pleased 
to see those interest rates come down a 
little, speaking of growth and getting this 
economy going. 

In the response that Carla helped fashion 
and that we sent up today, I’ve given Con- 
gress a personal commitment to close the— 
to have the best possible cooperation—best 
possible cooperation and consultation in the 
NAFTA, in the Uruguay round, and 
beyond. And beyond, I’m talking about the 
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative. 

I'm giving my assurance that we take the 
time necessary to conclude agreements in 
which the Congress, the administration, the 
private sector, indeed, all Americans can 
take pride. There’s a timeliness here in get- 
ting this Fast Track approved. But the very 
fact that we’re rushing and trying and driv- 
ing to get that done by dates certain does 
not mean that we have to rush in thereafter 
to some bad agreement. We’re not going to 
do it. We could have made a bad agree- 
ment long ago. 

One night I asked the telephone opera- 
tors here, I said, “Would you please get 
Ambassador Hills?” It was about 5 or 6 in 
the evening. But they’re so efficient, you 
know. And the phone answered, “Hel- 
looo”—sound asleep. I'd gotten her—it’s 3 
in the morning in some foreign country— 
[/aughter|—and back in those days, ham- 
mering out, hammering, working hard, 
trying to eliminate these difficulties. We 
could have had a bad agreement a long 
time ago. And she just kept saying, no, and 
had this tough role of moving this thing 
forward correctly. 

So, don’t confuse the speed and the ur- 
gency of getting this Fast Track authority 
with the fact that that would lead us to 
hastily make a bad deal. We’re not going to 
do it. And Carla knows the Congress well, 
and I know the Congress well, and they are 
entitled to have us bring back an agree- 
ment that we can wholly, enthusiastically 
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endorse. And that’s exactly the kind of 
agreement that I believe we can get. 

So, again, I will end where I began: We 
need your help. And I am fully involved in 
this. Carla, obviously, is fully involved in it. 
Our whole Cabinet is energized. We're talk- 
ing to as many groups as we can. I’ve been 
to Texas and to California to visit mainly 
with Mexican-Americans, but Hispanic 
groups. There’s a lot at stake in this point. 
And it’s something I feel strongly about in 
my heart. I don’t want anybody to be able 
to allege that we’re using different stand- 
ards here in setting out agreements—one 
for the north, one for the south. We’re not 
going to do that. We’re not going to do it 
because it isn’t right. And we’re going to 
approach Mexico as the trusted friend and 
partner that they are. And if there’s any- 
body that deserves this kind of consider- 
ation, it is President Salinas in Mexico, who 
has already made some dramatic changes in 
that society and in that economy and in his 
approach to the environment and in his 
support on the questions of law and order. 
And he is entitled to a fair shake on all of 
this, and I am determined that he get it. So, 
we're going to go forward as best we can. 

Did you tell them about Salinas’ commit- 
ment to the environment? 

Ambassador Hills. Not your story: 

The President. Well, the story is really 
beautiful because what it is—and it really 
touched me as a grandfather of thousands. 
[Laughter] But I know some of you will be 
as moved by it as I was. I mean, this man is 
committed. He has shut down the largest 
polluting refinery in Mexico over the—and 
had to fight to do this, had to fight special 
interests to get this done. And he did it 
because of the commitment to the environ- 
ment. 

But the story that he tells is about how 
the children in Mexico, particularly Mexico 
City, when they paint a picture of the sky 
at night, it’s gray or black. And he said, I 
want these children to paint the sky with 
stars in it. And he is determined that they 
do, that you don’t have a 6-year-old in the 
first grade who never sees the stars because 
of the environmental pollution. And it’s a 
commitment. I mean, that’s an emotional 
portrayal of his commitment that he has 
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subsequently demonstrated in many, many 
ways. 

So, I’ve got to convince the Members of 
Congress on these questions of labor, ques- 
tions of the environment. We’ve got to ex- 
plain that Mexico’s economic success—it 
isn’t a threat to us, it’s an opportunity. It’s 
an enormous opportunity. I just got a ques- 
tion over there about the—questions on the 
border. I’m from Texas, and I know some of 
the border problems and I know, in the 
past, how we kind of fenced with each 
other about these border problems that 
exist, whether it’s people that come here 
illegally or whether it’s the drug question. 

But I can tell you from the bottom of my 
heart that we’re getting superb coopera- 
tion. That isn’t to say we don’t have a ways 
to go. But we want to work with these 
people in that way. They’re our friends. 
They’re our future, in a sense, because we 
have an enormous potential market there 
and on below. And we’re committed to the 
democracy that is sweeping most of South 
America. 

So, I get very intense on this question 
because I really believe it is in our interest. 
And as people struggle to improve their so- 
cieties, we ought to be in there helping. 
And it will help Mexico, but it will also help 
the United States. 

So, on these technical questions that are 
of understandable concern to the labor 
unions or to the environmentalists, we un- 
derstand their concerns, and Carla has done 
a superb job of answering those concerns. 

Again, we need you. This is a team effort. 
It is not going to get done by the most able 
Trade Representative we have, by the 
President, by any individual member of the 
Cabinet. We’ve got to get this done by 
people like yourselves weighing in where 
you can with these Members of Congress. 
And I piedge to you that I will go the extra 
mile because I am absolutely certain it is in 
the best interest of this country we all love 
so much. 

Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:49 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to U.S. 
Trade Representative Carla A. Hills, Senator 
Lloyd Bentsen, and Representatives Richard 
A. Gephardt and Dan Rostenkowski. 


Proclamation 6286—National Day To 
Commemorate the 200th Anniversary 
of the Polish Constitution of May 3, 
1791 

May 1, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On May 3, 1791, declaring their love of 
“national independence and freedom over 
life itself,” brave Polish patriots adopted a 
national constitution for their homeland. 
This document was a resounding declara- 
tion of Poles’ desire for liberty and self- 
government—and it was a bold challenge to 
the foreign powers that had invaded and 
partitioned their country less than 20 years 
before. 

One of the first written national constitu- 
tions in the world, the Polish Constitution 
of May 3, 1791, was modeled after our own. 
Even through the most difficult periods in 
Poland’s history, it has remained a great 
and cherished symbol of the Polish people’s 
devotion to democratic ideals. 

We Americans gladly join in celebrating 
the 200th anniversary of this historic docu- 
ment because we are united with the Polish 
people by strong ties of kinship and culture 
and by a mutual love of liberty. These spe- 
cial bonds were affirmed in the “Declara- 
tion on Relations between the United States 
of America and the Republic of Poland,” 
which President Lech Walesa and I signed 
on March 20, 1991. 

Poles were among the first immigrants to 
come to these shores in search of freedom 
and opportunity, and they and their de- 
scendants have served and enriched our 
Nation in countless ways. Since the great 
Polish heroes Tadeusz Kosciuszko and Kazi- 
mierz Pulaski helped to secure the Inde- 
pendence of our fledgling Republic, mil- 
lions of other men and women of Polish 
extraction have likewise labored and sacri- 
ficed to help ensure the success of Ameri- 
ca’s bold experiment in self-government, 
always inspiring others by their unshakable 
faith in God and in the promise of liberty 
under law. 

In Poland, that faith has been tested by 
decades of often brutal repression. During 
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the late 18th century Poland again fell prey 
to the expansionist aims of neighboring em- 
pires. Early in this century Poland enjoyed 
only a brief period of independence before 
being invaded by Nazi Germany and the 
Soviet Union in 1939. Nevertheless, despite 
decades of foreign domination and the dec- 
laration of martial law as recently as 1981, 
the people of Poland have held fast to their 
dream of freedom and self-determination. 

Today the faith, courage, and tenacity of 
the Polish people are finally being reward- 
ed. During the past 2 years the Poles have 
thrown off the heavy yoke of communism 
and under a new, democratically elected 
government have begun working to break 
the cycle of impoverishment and decline 
imposed by nearly half a century of totali- 
tarian rule. 

The United States wholeheartedly sup- 
ports the Poles’ courageous efforts to estab- 
lish a free market economy and _ stable 
democratic rule in their country. Those ef- 
forts have required difficult decisions by the 
Polish leadership and great sacrifices by all 
Poles, and the United States has acted to 
assist Poland’s historic transition in many 
ways. 

The United States is proud to stand by 
our Polish friends as they work to transform 
their triumph over tyranny into lasting free- 
dom and prosperity. Today we know that 
the promise of the Polish Constitution of 
May 3, 1791, is being fulfilled. On the occa- 
sion of its 200th anniversary, we salute and 
congratulate the courageous people of 
Poland, who have proved, once again, that 
“Poland is not lost while Poles still live.” 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
669 (Public Law 101-532), has designated 
May 3, 1991, as a day of commemoration of 
the 200th anniversary of the Polish Consti- 
tution of May 3, 1791, and has authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 3, 1991, as a day of 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of 
the adoption of the Polish Constitution of 
May 3, 1791. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of May, in the year of 
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our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and fif- 
teenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:56 a.m., May 2, 1991) 


White House Fact Sheet in Response to 
Issues Concerning a North American 
Free Trade Agreement 


May 1, 1991 


On September 25, 1990, the President 
notified the Congress of his decision to pro- 
ceed with free trade negotiations with 
Mexico. After consultations with Prime Min- 
ister Mulroney and President Salinas, the 
President notified Congress on February 5, 
1991, of his decision to include Canada, and 
so to work towards a North American free 
trade agreement (NAFTA). 

Today, the President responded to a vari- 
ety of concerns raised last month in letters 
from Chairmen Bentsen and Rostenkowski 
and from Majority Leader Gephardt about 
the effect a NAFTA would have on the 
economy, on labor, and on the environ- 
ment. The response, which sets forth de- 
tailed action plans for addressing these con- 
cerns, as well as views on the economic 
impact of a NAFTA, is summarized below. 


1. A NAFTA Would Benefit the U.S. 
Economy. 


From 1986 to 1990, as Mexico reduced 
import barriers, our exports more than dou- 
bled—from $12.4 billion to $28.4 billion— 
generating 264,000 additional U.S. jobs. 
Under a NAFTA, we can do even better. 
Mexico still has higher trade barriers than 
the United States. Mexico’s average duty is 
10 percent compared to 4 percent in the 
United States. Significant nontariff barriers 
remain. We, therefore, have much to gain 
from the elimination of these barriers. 

All three major economic analyses done 
to date corroborate that the United States 
will benefit from a NAFTA in exports, 
output, and employment. 
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We will benefit from Mexican growth: for 
each dollar Mexico spends on imports, 70 
cents is spent on U.S. goods; for each dollar 
of GNP growth, 15 cents is spent on US. 
goods. 

Further, the resulting economic integra- 
tion will strengthen the ability of the 
United States to compete with Japan and 
the EC. 


2. A NAFTA Would Include Transition 
and Safeguard Provisions. 


Transition Measures: In order to avoid 
dislocations to industries and workers pro- 
ducing goods that are import-sensitive, tar- 
iffs and nontariff barriers on such products 
should be eliminated in small increments 
over a time period sufficient to.ensure or- 
derly adjustment. 

In determining import sensitivity, we will 
rely heavily on advice of the International 
Trade Commission, the Congress, and the 
private sector. 

We will be prepared to consider transi- 
tion periods beyond those in the US.- 
Canada FTA. 

Effective Safeguard Provisions: Even 
where reductions in tariffs and other trade 
barriers are staged over a lengthy period, 
there may be isolated cases in which injuri- 
ous increases in imports could occur. To 
prevent injury from such increases, we will 
seek to include in the agreement a proce- 
dure allowing temporary reimposition of 
duties and other restrictions. 

This mechanism should be designed to 
respond quickly, especially in cases of 
sudden import increases. 

Special “snap-back” provisions should be 
included to address the unique problems 
faced by producers of perishable products. 

Strict Rules of Origin: We will negotiate 
rules of origin to ensure that the benefits of 
a NAFTA do not flow to mere passthrough 
operations exporting third-country products 
to the U.S. with only minimal assembly in 
Mexico. 

Rules of origin will impose clear, tough, 
and predictable standards to the benefit of 
North American products. 

We will seek to strengthen the required 
North American content for assembled 
automotive products. 


We will consult closely with the private 
sector and the Congress in designing these 
rules. 


3. The Administration Is Committed to 
Effective Retraining and Worker 
Adjustment Programs. 


Since trade barriers on sensitive products 
should be decreased over a long timeframe, 
we do not expect immediate or substantial 
job dislocations. 

Nevertheless, beyond including adjust- 
ment provisions in the NAFTA itself, there 
is a need to assist dislocated workers who 
may have adjustment difficulties. 

The administration is committed to work- 
ing with Congress to ensure a worker ad- 
justment program that is adequately funded 
and that provides effective services to 
workers who may lose their jobs as a result 
of an agreement with Mexico. 

Whether provided through the improve- 
ment or expansion of an existing program 
or through the creation of a new program, 
worker adjustment measures should be tar- 
geted to provide dislocated workers with 
comprehensive services in a timely fashion. 


4. Labor Mobility and Immigration Laws 
Are Not on the Table. 


We have agreed with Mexico that labor 
mobility and our immigration laws are not 
on the table in NAFTA talks, with the possi- 
ble exception of a narrow provision facilitat- 
ing temporary entry of certain professionals 
and managers. 


5. Mexico’s Laws Provide Comprehensive 
Rights and Standards for Workers. 


Protections afforded by Mexican labor 
law and practice are stronger than general- 
ly known. 

Mexico’s laws provide comprehensive 
rights and standards for workers in all sec- 
tors, including the maquiladoras. 

Mexico has ratified 73 International 
Labor Organization conventions on workers 
rights, including those on _ occupational 
safety and health. 

Mexico has a minimum working age of 14 
and mandates special protections and short- 
er working hours for those between the 
ages of 14 and 16. 
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A substantially higher proportion of the 
Mexican workforce is unionized than is the 
U.S. workforce. 

While enforcement problems have result- 
ed largely from a lack of resources, a 
NAFTA would both raise living standards 
and create resources for enforcing existing 
laws. 


6. There Will Be Increased U.S.-Mexico 
Cooperation on Labor Matters. 


Memorandum of Understanding: The 
Secretary of Labor and her counterpart 
from Mexico are prepared to sign a Memo- 
randum of Understanding providing for co- 
operation and joint action on a number of 
labor issues which could be implemented in 
parallel with our FTA negotiations. These 
include health and safety measures; work 
conditions, including labor standards and 
enforcement; labor conflicts; labor statistics; 
and other areas of concern to the United 
States and Mexico. 

Specific Projects: U.S. and Mexican offi- 
cials have agreed on joint projects to ad- 
dress specific concerns in the labor sector. 


Initial projects include: occupational health 
and safety, child labor, and labor statistics. 


7. Mexico is Committed to Strengthened 
Environmental Protection. 


As President Salinas has made clear, 
Mexico has no interest in becoming a pollu- 
tion haven for U.S. companies. Mexico’s 
comprehensive environmental law of 1988, 
which is based on U.S. law and experience, 
is a solid foundation for tackling its environ- 
mental problems. All new investments are 
being held to these higher legal standards, 
and an environmental impact assessment is 
required to show how they will comply. 

Enforcement has in the past been a key 
problem, but Mexico’s record has been im- 
proving dramatically. Since 1989, Mexico 
has ordered more than 980 temporary and 
82 permanent shutdowns of industrial facili- 
ties for environmental violations, and the 
budget of SEDUE (Mexico’s EPA) has in- 
creased almost eightfold. 


8. A Number of Environmental Issues 
Would Be Addressed in the NAFTA. 


Protection of Health and Safety: We will 
ensure that our right to safeguard the envi- 
ronment is preserved in the NAFTA. 
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We will maintain the right to exclude any 
products that do not meet our health or 
safety requirements, and we will continue 
to enforce those requirements. 

We will maintain our right to impose 
stringent pesticide, energy conservation, 
toxic waste, and health and safety standards. 

We will maintain our rights, consistent 
with other international obligations, to limit 
trade in products controlled by internation- 
al treaties (such as treaties on endangered 
species or protection of the ozone layer). 

Enhancement and Enforcement of Stand- 
ards: We will seek a commitment to work 
together with Mexico to enhance environ- 
mental, health, and safety standards regard- 
ing products, and to promote their enforce- 
ment. 

We will provide for full public and scien- 
tific scrutiny of any changes to standards 
before they are implemented. 

We will provide for consultations on en- 
hancing enforcement capability, inspection 
training, monitoring, and verification. 


9. Expanded U.S.-Mexico Environmental 
Cooperation Will Be Pursued in Parallel 
With NAFTA Negotiations. 


In parallel to the FTA negotiations, we 
intend to pursue an ambitious program of 
cooperation on a wide range of environ- 
mental matters. 

We will design and implement an inte- 
grated border environmental plan to ad- 
dress air and water pollution, hazardous 
wastes, chemical spills, pesticides, and en- 
forcement. 

During the design phase of the border 
plan, there will be an opportunity for public 
comment and hearings; during implementa- 
tion, there will be periodic comprehensive 
reviews. 

We will consult on national environmen- 
tal standards and regulations, and will pro- 
vide an opportunity for the public to submit 
data on alleged noncompliance. 

We will discuss expanded cooperative en- 
forcement activities, such as coordinated 
targeting of environmental violators. 

We will establish a program of technical 
cooperation and training, which will include 
facilitating sharing of technology for pollu- 
tion abatement. 
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10. Environmental Experts Will Be 
Invited To Participate in the Policy- 
Making Process. 


We will broaden public participation in 
the formulation and implementation of 
trade policy to ensure that efforts to liberal- 
ize trade are consistent with sound environ- 
mental practices. 

We will appoint individuals to selected 
trade policy advisory committees who can 
contribute both an environmental perspec- 
tive and substantive expertise. 

In consultation with interested members 
of the public, we will complete a review of 
U.S.-Mexico environmental issues, with par- 
ticular emphasis on possible environmental 
effects of the NAFTA, to enable US. offi- 
cials to consider the results during FTA ne- 
gotiations and other bilateral efforts. 


Note: The fact sheet referred to Senator 
Lloyd Bentsen, chairman of the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee; Representative Dan Ros- 
tenkowski, chairman of the House Ways 
and Means Committee; and Representative 
Richard A. Gephardt. 


Remarks to Agriculture Groups and an 
Exchange With Reporters 


May 2, 1991 


The President. Well, let me just say first, 
welcome to the White House. I want to 
take this opportunity with the Secretary 
here and leaders in American agriculture— 
and I use that term advisedly—here in the 
White House to publicly acknowledge the 
very positive response that we’ve received 
from key Members of the House and Senate 
on this legislation, this Fast Track question. 
I am confident that the growing support for 
Fast Track is evidence of a fundamental 
confidence, a confidence in our country 
that we can compete vigorously in the 
global economy. 

And I want to take this opportunity to say 
we're approaching this in a nonpartisan 
manner. I am grateful to Senator Bentsen, 
the chairman of the Finance Committee, 
Congressman Rostenkowski, the head of the 
Ways and Means Committee, for their sup- 


port and for their positive reception to our 
Fast Track action plan. 

I also want to single out the majority 
leader—I’m not trying to position him on 
this, but he went all the way down to 
Mexico in a spirit of honest inquiry to meet 
with President Salinas. We are trying to re- 
spond to the questions that he has appropri- 
ately raised, and he’s committed to careful- 
ly review our plan, and I think that’s good. 
I think that’s the proper spirit and approach 
to this matter, and we are going to work 
very, very hard to expand markets, not just 
for agriculture but for the working men and 
women all across this country. 

So, that was what I wanted to say. And 
now I want to hear from you all in just a 
minute after we are left alone. [Laughter] 


Fast Track Legislation 


Q. Are you going to win on the Fast 
Track vote? 

The President. Yes, we're going to win. 
But we’re not overconfident; we’re not 
bragging about it. But we’re going to work 
very, very hard. But we are in this to win. 
It is vital to the United States, to the work- 
ing people in this country. And it is also 
vital to our foreign policy objectives around 
the world, not simply in this hemisphere. It 
is fundamentally at stake—but also in 
Europe and Japan and everyplace else. 


Middle East Peace Talks 


Q. Are you going to send Secretary Baker 
back to the Middle East, Mr. President? 

The President. Well, he’s traveling a lot. 
[Laughter] Yll be talking to him this 
evening, but I don’t have any—and there’s 
no immediate plans, but that could 
change 

Q. Is there any merit 

The President. ——that could change any 
minute. I am not pessimistic. I am deter- 
mined that we are going to be the catalyst 
in that troubled corner of the world for 
peace. Problems there have been going on 
for years. But I had a long talk with the 
Secretary yesterday upon his return, and 
I’m not pessimistic. I realize there’s some 
strong, big obstacles—put it that way. But I 
think everybody would agree that that area 
of the world is long overdue to have peace 
for it. 

Thank you for—— 
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Q. Is the window of opportunity closing 
up, you think? 

The President. What’s that? 

Q. Is the window of opportunity closing 
up? 

The President. Well, 1 don’t think it’s clos- 
ing, but with this respect and credibility 
that we properly have in that part of the 
world, I think we’re better positioned than 
we have been anytime in the last years to 
be this catalyst for peace. But I don’t feel 
that time is running out in that sense, that 
we won’t have any time after a week, or 2 
weeks, or 3 weeks, or something of that 
nature. But one of the reasons Jim traveled 
as extensively—he did is to take the oppor- 
tunity, based on the support we had in 
Israel and in these Arab countries, to try to 
bring them together. 

Q. Well, what has happened? I mean, 
why the stalemate now? 

The President. Because it’s gone on for 
many, many years, Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International]. And you don’t 
solve a problem of this complexity over- 
night. 

Q. No, but it seems to have been 

The President. But it’s going—he’s 
making some progress, and I wish I could 
share with you what it is. But when you’re 
dealing in negotiations that are this sensi- 
tive, there are some things that are better 
kept on a quiet track. I’m just hopeful that 
we can build on the progress that’s already 
been made. 

Q. Well, does that mean bringing Jordan 
into contact with the Israelis—ready to 
meet 

The President. Well, we'll have to stay 
tuned to get the answer to that one. But, 
obviously, we want people talking to each 
other. 


Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Powell 


Q. Are you reading any books lately? 

Q. Did Colin Powell disagree over the 
policy on the Gulf, that he was for contain- 
ment and you were for action? 

The President. How could we have dis- 
agreement when you see such a superb 
military operation—absolutely—it’s just we 
were—here’s my view on all this fascination 
with—what they’re asking about is a new 
book that’s trying to say who’s up, who’s 
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down, who won, who didn’t. [Laughter] For 
those who are not from Washington, let me 
tell you, we feed endlessly like piranha 
fish—[laughter|—this kind of information. 
And it’s just—you know. 

But as far as Colin Powell goes, he owes 
the Commander in Chief his advice. When 
the Commander in Chief makes a decision, 
he salutes and marches to the order of the 
Commander in Chief. If there’s anybody 
that has the integrity and the honor to tell a 
President what he feels, it’s Colin Powell. 
And if there’s anybody that is disciplined 
enough, and enough of a leader to instill 
confidence in his troops, it’s Colin Powell. 
So, it went very, very well. And the book 
that they’re asking about has some things in 
it that are true, I’m sure, but I guess the 
only things that I’ve seen in it—called to 
my attention are those that aren’t. So, I, in 
fairness, ought to read it, which I don’t plan 
to do right away because I’m very busy. 
[Laughter] 

But does that answer it, Charles [Charles 
Bierbauer, Cable News Network]? 

Q. Well, not necessarily. If you say—— 

The President. Well, what have you got 
going? As you can see, these people are 
fascinated. I want to talk to them about 
Fast Track in agriculture—{/aughter]—and 
you want to talk about a book that neither 
of us have read. [Laughter] 

Q. If, as you say, he owes you advice, was 
his advice to continue with containment, 
whereas your decision was—— 

The President. Let history record that. 
I’m one that doesn’t believe in trying to 
point out differences. The advice I get—if 
an adviser of mine, the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs, the Secretary of Defense, the 
Secretary of State thought that every time 
they gave advice it was going to be adver- 
tised, I wouldn’t get any advice. 

People don’t want to do that. And these 
people dealt frankly. And, of course, you’re 
going to have some that think one thing is 
going to work. But nobody could have been 
more supportive, and nobody could have 
done his job better in every way than Colin 
Powell—whether it’s giving advice to the 
President or whether it was saluting and 
marching to the orders of the President 
when we decided to go to war. And so—— 
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Q. And that was—the decision was yours 
alone, then, wasn’t it? 

The President. Any decision of that 
nature is the decision of the President of 
the United States. Absolutely. And Colin 
couldn’t have given me more sound advice 
along the way, and couldn’t have been a 
better team player, and couldn’t have been 
a more sterling military commander. And it 
was just a superb effort. And these little 
kind of nit-picking analysis after the fact— 
the American people will look at it, they'll 
be interested, but they’re going to rejoice 
in a clear victory, and they deserve to. 

Thank you so much for your—{laughter]. 

Q. Did he call you up today to ask 
you—— 

The President. No, but I called him up 
today. 

Q. And what happened? 

The President. And | said if you have any 
angst, forget about it. [Laughter] And he 
said, I don’t. He said, I have none at all. 
And that’s typical of him. He’s a generous 
and superb commander, and a great Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs. And nobody’s going 
to drive a wedge between him and me. I 
don’t care what kind of book they’ve got, 
how many unnamed sources they have, 
how many quotes they put in the mouth of 
somebody when they weren’t there. They 
are not going to divide us on this. 

Q. How about Schwarzkopf? 

The President. Never mind. [Laughter] 
Get out of here. [Laughter] You're history, 
Helen. Out of here. [Laughter] You talk 
about making command decisions? Out. 
[Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Secretary of Ag- 
riculture Edward R. Madigan; Richard A. 
Gephardt, House majority leader; Bob 
Woodward’s book “The Commanders”: and 
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, commander 
of the U.S. forces in the Persian Gulf. A 
tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Executive Order 12760—President’s 
Commission on Executive Exchange 
May 2, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The President’s Commission on 
Executive Exchange is hereby abolished. 
The Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management shall be responsible for termi- 
nating the functions of the Commission, 
which shall be completed no later than Sep- 
tember 30, 1991. 

Sec. 2. Executive Order No. 12493 of De- 
cember 5, 1984 is revoked. ’ 


George Bush 
The White House, 
May 2, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 9:22 a.m., May 3, 1991} 


Nomination of Sally G. Cowal To Be 
United States Ambassador to Trinidad 
and Tobago 


May 2, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Sally G. Cowal, of Massa- 
chusetts, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago. She would succeed Charles A. Gar- 
gano. 

Currently Ms. Cowal serves as_ the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
Inter-American Affairs in Washington, DC. 
Prior to this Ms. Cowal served as Minister 
Counselor for Public Affairs at the U.S. Em- 
bassy in Mexico, 1985-1989, and as Deputy 
Counselor for Political and Security Affairs 
at the U.S. Mission to the United Nations, 
1983-1985. In addition Ms. Cowal served in 
overseas assignments including: Tel Aviv, 
Israel; Bogota, Colombia; and New Dehli, 
India. Ms. Cowal is a member of the Senior 
Foreign Service. 

Ms. Cowal graduated from De Pauw Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1966) and George Washington 
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University (M.P.A., 1969). She was born 
August 24, 1944, in Oak Park, IL. Ms. 
Cowal is married, has three stepchildren, 
and resides in Washington, DC. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Disaster Assistance to Bangladesh 


May 3, 1991 


The President has sent a message to 
Prime Minister Zia of Bangladesh express- 
ing his condolences and those of the Ameri- 
can people on the horrible devastation 
caused by the recent cyclone. Our hearts go 
out in particular to the families of the nu- 
merous victims of this terrible tragedy. 

We also have assured the government of 
Bangladesh that the United States stands 
ready to assist in the tasks of relief and 
reconstruction. The U.S. Government al- 
ready has provided $2.1 million in disaster 
assistance for medical supplies, water purifi- 
cation tablets, and funds to support the pro- 
curement and distribution of other high pri- 
ority relief items by nongovernment agen- 
cies. 

We are looking into other means to help 
Bangladesh obtain its highest priority needs 
for clean water, dry food, helicopter trans- 
port, clothing, and temporary shelter. 

We will be providing additional U.S. Gov- 
ernment assistance and we call upon indi- 
vidual Americans and indeed all members 
of the international community to be as 
generous in providing aid and comfort to 
the people of this disaster-stricken nation. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Establishment of the George 
Bush Presidential Library in Austin, 
Texas 


May 3, 1991 


Pursuant to the provisions of the Presi- 
dential Libraries Act of 1955, the President 
has accepted a proposal that a library to 
house the official records of his Administra- 
tion be constructed at Texas A&M Universi- 
ty. This decision follows an extensive review 
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of the various library proposals by the Ar- 
chivist of the United States, Don W. Wilson. 

The library will be constructed on the 
campus of Texas A&M University at College 
Station, Texas. It will be financed through 
non-federal funds, and will be administered 
upon completion by the National Archives 
and Records Administration. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President Carlos Andrés Pérez of 
Venezuela 


May 3, 1991 


The President met today with Venezu- 
elan President Carlos Andrés Pérez, who is 
on a private visit to the U.S. The two lead- 
ers discussed the peace process in El Salva- 
dor, expressing their satisfaction over the 
agreement reached last weekend by the 
Government of El Salvador and the guerril- 
las. The President praised President Pérez’ 
efforts on behalf of peace in El Salvador. 

They also discussed Nicaragua, with both 
leaders indicating their willingness to help 
Nicaragua clear its arrears with the World 
Bank and the Inter-American Development 
Bank as soon as possible. The United States 
is prepared to make a substantial contribu- 
tion to this effort, and so is Venezuela. 
Spain, Mexico, and other countries are also 
offering very generous contributions. We 
hope that with this assistance, Nicaragua 
will be able to move forward with its eco- 
nomic reform program. 

Both Presidents reaffirmed their strong 
commitment to democracy and pluralism in 
Haiti. On Suriname, the President and 
President Pérez also set forth their strong 
support for civilian democratic rule; both 
agree that the May 25 elections will be a 
fundamental test of the Surinamese mili- 
tary’s willingness to permit a genuine 
democratic process. 

Finally, the two Presidents discussed 
international oil issues. President Pérez 
briefed the President on a proposal for a 
multilateral consumer-producer dialog. 
The President reaffirmed the U.S. commit- 
ment to strengthened bilateral energy coop- 
eration and consultations, including our ex- 





cellent consultations with Venezuela. He 
reaffirmed the U.S. position that price, pro- 
duction levels, and related issues should be 
determined by market mechanisms, not by 
multilateral negotiations. 

Following their meeting, President Pérez 
left for Houston, Texas; Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
and Palo Alto, California. He will be hon- 
ored at the graduation ceremony of the 
University of Tulsa on Saturday. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





April 27 


Tom Green Adult Literacy Council, of San 
Angelo, TX 


April 29 


Mary Clough and Deane Behrens, of Meno- 
monee Falls and Colgate, WI 


April 30 


Caring Friends of Wayne County, 
Clyde, NY 


May 1 


University of South Carolina School of Law Pro 
Bono Program, of Columbia, SC 


May 2 
Youth Haven, of Naples, FL 
May 3 


Terwilliger Nature Education Center, of Corte 
Madera, CA 


Inc., of 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
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Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





April 27 

In the evening, the President attended 
the White House Correspondents Associa- 
tion dinner at the Washington Hilton Hotel. 


April 29 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney; 

—John H. Sununu. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Carol Pavilack Getty as Chairman 
of the United States Parole Commission. 
She would succeed Benjamin F. Baer. Ms. 
Getty will serve temporarily as Chairman 
until a permanent Chairman is designated. 
Since 1983 Ms. Getty has served as Com- 
missioner on the United States Parole Com- 
mission in Kansas City, MO. 

The President has designated Senator 
Malcolm Wallop (R-WY) to be his represent- 
ative to the Paris Air Show, June 13-23, in 
Paris, France. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in Kansas as a result of severe 
storms and tornadoes which struck the area 
on April 26-27. He directed the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to pro- 
vide assistance to supplement State and 
local recovery efforts. 


April 30 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders; 

—bipartisan House Members; 

—John H. Sununu. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Melvyn Levitsky, of Maryland, to 
be Representative of the United States of 
America on the Commission on Narcotic 
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Drugs of the Economic and Social Council 
of the United Nations. He would succeed 
Ann Barbara Wrobleski. Currently Mr. Le- 
vitsky serves as Assistant Secretary of State 
for International Narcotics Matters at the 
Department of State in Washington, DC. 
The President announced his intention to 
nominate Velma Montoya, of California, to 
be a member of the Occupational Safety 
and Health Review Commission for a term 
expiring April 27, 1997. This is a reappoint- 
ment. Currently, Dr. Montoya serves as as- 
sociate professor of finance in the School of 
Business Administration at California State 
Polytechnic University in Pomona, CA. 


May 1 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—Foreign Minister Lee Sang-Ock of 
South Korea; 

—John H. Sununu. 

The White House announced that the 
President will meet with United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
on May 9. 


May 2 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Sonia Khurana, Better Hearing and 
Speech Month poster child; 

—Marian Anderson; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Ed Koch, former mayor of New York; 

—John H. Sununu; 

—Republican members 
Rules Committee. 

In the morning, the President hosted the 
National Day of Prayer reception on the 
State Floor at the White House. In the 
afternoon, the President attended a briefing 
for agriculture commodities groups in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. 


of the House 
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The President announced his intention to 
appoint Jay I. Kislak, of Florida, to be a 
member of the Credit Standards Advisory 
Committee. This is a new position. Current- 
ly Mr. Kislak serves as chairman and presi- 
dent of J.I. Kislak, Inc., in Miami Lakes, FL. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Dov S. Zakheim, of Maryland, to be 
a member of the Commission for the Pres- 
ervation of America’s Heritage Abroad for a 
term expiring February 27, 1992. This is a 
new position. Since 1988 Mr. Zakheim has 
served as chief executive officer of SPC 
International, Inc., in Arlington, VA. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Carolyn R. Bacon, of Texas, to be 
a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting for a 
term expiring March 26, 1996. She would 
succeed Archie C. Purvis. Since 1981 Ms. 
Bacon has served as executive director of 
the O’Donnell Foundation in Dallas, TX. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Deborah Mayer, of Massachusetts, 
to be a member of the National Cancer 
Advisory Board for a term expiring March 
9, 1996. She would succeed Gertrude Elion. 
Currently Ms. Mayer serves as a lecturer for 
the graduate nursing program of MGH In- 
stitute of Health Professions in Boston, MA. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Christopher D. Coursen, of Mary- 
land, to be a member of the Advisory Board 
for Cuba Broadcasting for a term expiring 
October 27, 1993. He would succeed Jose 
A. Costa, Jr. Since 1990 Mr. Coursen has 
served as president of the Coursen Group 
in Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Harvey C. Mansfield, Jr., of Mas- 
sachusetts, to be a member of the National 
Council on the Humanities for the remain- 
der of the term expiring January 26, 1994. 
He would succeed Jeanne J. Smoot. Since 
1969 Dr. Mansfield has served as a profes- 
sor of government at Harvard University in 
Cambridge, MA. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Peter Dawkins, of New Jersey, to 
be a member of the President’s Commission 
on White House Fellowships. He would suc- 
ceed Richard Michael Larry. Currently Mr. 
Dawkins serves as chairman and chief exec- 





utive officer of Primerica Financial Services 

in Duluth, GA. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Committee on 
Mental Retardation for the term indicated: 
Norma Guzman Bordelon, of California, for a 

term expiring May 11, 1994. She would suc- 

ceed Ruth Govorchin. Currently Ms. Bordelon 
serves as chairman of the Camarillo State Hos- 
pital Advisory Board in Camarillo, CA, and 
chairman of the Organization of State Hospitals 

Advisory Boards for the State of California. 
Dorothy Corbin Clark, of Utah, for a term expir- 

ing May 11, 1994. This is a reappointment. 

Currently Ms. Clark serves as Secretary of the 

Executive Committee for the President’s Com- 

mittee on Mental Retardation. 

Patricia C. Foss, of New Hampshire, for a term 
expiring May 11, 1994. She would succeed 
George M. Wilson. Currently Ms. Foss serves as 
vice president, secretary, and partner of Tate 
& Foss, Inc., in Rye, NH. 

Karen Moffitt, of Florida, for a term expiring 
May 11, 1994. She would succeed Matthew J. 
Guglielmo. Currently Dr. Moffitt serves as the 
director of the Florida Diagnostic and Learn- 
ing Resource System at the University of South 
Florida in Tampa, FL. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Committee on 
the National Medal of Science for the terms 
indicated: 

France Anne-Dominic Cordova, of Pennsylvania, 
for a term expiring December 31, 1993. She 
would succeed Samuel F. Conti. Currently Dr. 
Cordova serves as head of the Department of 
Astronomy & Astrophysics at Pennsylvania 
State University in University Park, PA. 

Mildred Dresselhaus, of Massachusetts, for a term 
expiring December 31, 1992. She would suc- 
ceed Willie J. Nunnery. Currently Dr. Dressel- 
haus serves as a professor in the Department of 
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
and the Department of Physics at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, 
MA. 

Rita Ricardo-Campbell, of California, for a term 
expiring December 31, 1993. This is a reap- 
pointment. Since 1968 Dr. Ricardo-Campbell 
serves as a senior fellow at the Hoover Institu- 
tion in Stanford, CA. 

Herbert H. Woodson, of Texas, for a term expir- 
ing December 31, 1992. He would succeed 
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Roger D. Hartman. Since 1988 Dr. Woodson 
has served as dean of the College of Engineer- 
ing at the University of Texas at Austin in 
Austin, TX. 


May 3 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled 

to the Cochran Gardens Community Center 
in St. Louis, MO, where he attended a na- 
tional tenant management briefing and vis- 
ited tenant units and the children’s play- 
ground. In the evening, the President re- 
turned to the White House. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
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in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 
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Advance text: 
Remarks at a meeting of the Society of 
Business Editors and Writers 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved May 3 


SJ. Res. 98 / Public Law 102-38 

To express appreciation for the benefit 
brought to the Nation by Amtrak during its 
twenty years of existence 


S.J. Res. 102 / Public Law 102-39 
Designating the second week in May 1991 
as “National Tourism Week” 
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